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How brave Tom is 
helping to pioneer 
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And now you can read 
your Chronicle online 
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Simply visit www.expressandstar.com click on News, 
then Your Local Chronicle and select the image of the 
paper that you want to read. 
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Now you 
can set 
forth for 
third age 

OLDER people in Stour¬ 
bridge are being invited to 
help launch a new group 
next week. 

The Stourbridge branch of 
the University of the Third 
Age (U3A) will meet for the 
first time on Thursday 
(January 20). 

There are currently more 
than 780 U3A group in the 
UK, comprising around 
250,000 individual members. 

U3A groups provide educa¬ 
tion and leisure activities for 
people no longer in full-time 
employment. 

Activities include walking 
groups, luncheon clubs, 
bridge groups, Scrabble and 
theatre visits, while a range 
of subjects are studied includ¬ 
ing foreign languages, music, 
crafts and gardening. 

Mervyn Evans has helped 
set up the Stourbridge branch 
and he encouraged as many 
people as possible to join. 

“By joining a U3A you will 
become a member of a 
growing, dynamic, outward 
looking organisation which 
has a positive and creative 
approach to life after full¬ 
time work,” he said. 

The launch meeting is 
being held at the New Road 
Methodist Church Centre 
from 2pm. 

Clubs’ chance 
to get dough 

SPORTS clubs in Stourbridge 
can apply for cash from a fund 
created by family baker War- 
burtons to help keep kids 
active in the New Year. 

Warburtons has created 
the All Fuelled Up fund, 
which aims to distribute cash 
to groups in need of equip¬ 
ment. 

Mike Ewing, Midlands 
area commercial manager, 
said: “We’re deeply passion¬ 
ate about keeping young 
people healthy.” 

Clubs and activity groups 
can apply for a grant of up to 
£500. Email nurinder@thevi- 
tal agency.co.uk or write to 
Warburtons All Fuelled Up 
Fund, c/o Vital Marketing, 
14a Clarendon Avenue, 
Leamington Spa, Warwicks, 
CV32 5DB. 

Applications must specify 
the equipment required or 
cash amount needed and how 
it will benefit children. 


JB’s - Day the music died 


Sale deal falls through 


TROUBLEDBlack Country music club JB’s has been dealt a fresh 
blow as it emerged that a potential buyer had pulled out. 

The would-be buyer admitted he could no longer continue with the 
bid for the rock venue in Castle Hill, Dudley, plunging the future of 
the club into doubt. Administrators had been locked in advanced 
negotiations with the unnamed party for weeks and hoped to sign a 
deal this month. But last Friday the club was standing empty after 
one last bash to use up remaining stock. 

The final farewell to the clubwas expected to be a quiet affair but it 
turned into a huge wake with hundreds turning out. 


HUNDREDS of music fans 
packed into doomed club JB’s 
to bid a final farewell to the 
beloved rock venue. 

A crowd ranging from tattooed 
18-year-olds to rockers pushing 
70 flocked to the goodbye party, 
organised partly to use up all 
remaining stock and partly to 
honour the retirement of former 
owners Sam and Sue Jukes. 

By midnight on Thursday last 
week more than 600 people had 
already poured through the 
doors. 

And they danced to songs from 
music’s best-loved rock, metal 
and indie bands from the past few 
decades - including many who 
had graced the stage at JB’s 
itself. 

Ironic 

Youngsters born in the 90s 
danced enthusiastically next to 
people old enough to be their 
grandparents to music through 
the years from Led Zeppelin to 
Metallica. 

Mr Jukes, aged 63, was handed 
numerous presents — and many 
drinks - through the evening 
from JB’s regulars as they raised 
a glass to the 42-year-old institu¬ 
tion. 

Founder members Sid Weston, 
John Bryant and John Weston 
were among those there to raise 
one final pint with Mr Jukes in 


the club they launched together 
as a small disco which played 
alternative music. Mr Jukes said 
he had expected the night to be a 
quiet wind-down evening, not the 
huge event it turned out to be. 

“It’s a bit ironic really - the 
past week has been great busi¬ 
ness. We sold out on Christmas 
Eve and New Year’s Eve,” he said. 
“When you see this many people 
here, and hear how much JB’s 
means to them, you can’t believe 
it ever had to go into administra¬ 
tion. It’s a tragedy.” 

The club’s namesake Mr 
Bryant, aged 60 - JB himself - 
said the bumper turnout had 
ensured a fitting send-off. 

“It’s a sad day, but unfortu¬ 
nately time goes on,” he added. 

“The place is always in my 
mind, it means a lot to all of us. 


All credit has to go to Sam — if it 
wasn’t for his hard work, the 
place would have gone under a 
long time ago.” 

Other members of staff from 
days gone by had also turned up 
to say goodbye. 

Former bar manager John 
Cartwright, 55, said JB’s was 
“legendary” for its open attitude 
to new music. “I’ve been coming 
here for 30 years and one of the 
great things about it is that it 
always welcomed new talent,” he 
said. 

“We’ve had bands play here 
that went on to be great, and 
bands that played here once to a 
handful of people, but that’s the 
joy of it. JB’s is known all over 
Europe, and beyond. It’s the 
musical heart of the Black 
Country.” 


He said often the club would 
pay to put up bands in the Station 
Hotel opposite, telling them of its 
haunted reputation. 

“They loved it - especially 
American bands. We’d then go 
out and bang the windows with 
sticks to give them a bit of a 
fright. JB’s has always been 
about that spirit of fun,” he said. 

Among the throng were “old 
JB’s” crowd Mark Wilton, 47, 
from Netherton, Brian Le e and 
Kim Pomfret, 47, from Tipton, 
and Barry Cooper, 55, from Pen- 
snett, who said they had been 
going to JB’s for more than 30 
years, since the club was based in 
King Street. 

“We’ve seen some amazing 
bands play at JB’s - Manic Street 
Preachers, U2, The Undertones,” 
said Mrs Pomfret. 

Brilliant 

“It’s a very big loss to Dudley.” 

The “new JB’s” crowd were 
feeling no less nostalgic. 

Bo Hill, 20, and Alan Crowley, 
24, both from Dudley, were there 
with eight others. Mr Crowley 
said: “I’ve seen some brilliant 
bands here.” 

So what have Mr and Mrs 
Jukes got in store now they have 
retired? “First of all, I’m going to 
have a week off -1 haven’t had a 
week off for over 40 years,” Mr 
Jukes said. 



HOSPITAL BEDS 
AT FULLSTRETCH 


RUSSELLS Hall Hospital is urging 
people with winter flu to use walk- 
in medical centres and GP surger¬ 
ies as it struggles to find beds for 
emergency patients. 

During December almost 8,000 
people flooded into the accident and 
emergency department - some believ¬ 
ing they were swine flu victims. 

The number of admissions quickly 
filled the 51 temporary beds brought in 
by the hospital since November. Hun¬ 
dreds of operations have been cancelled 
due to the rise in seasonal illnesses. 

One hospital worker, who refused to 
be named, said he believed some 


By Sarah Hazelwood 

S.hazelwood@expressandstar.co.uk 
patients had been discharged too early 
to free up beds. “Patients who are 
returning to the wards after being in 
theatre are finding that there’s just no 
room there for them to spend their 
required amount of recovery time. 

“In my eyes some patients have been 
sent home far too early. 

“It has been like this for around a 
week now. A lot of patients coming into 
the emergency unit are panicking 
thinking they have swine flu,” he said. 

The daughter of an 80-year-old 
Stourbridge woman who was admitted 


to the hospital on Sunday after a fall 
has described the family’s anguish after 
being told there were no beds for her 
mother. 

She said: “My mother was on the 
trolley for 30 hours, an excessively long 
time for a patient who is suffering back 
problems and is distressed with a pos¬ 
sible hip injury. 

“To be constantly told that there isn’t 
going to be a bed and the fact we had to 
bring in our own pillows to make her 
more comfortable highlights the extent 
of the problem. 

“My mother has been admitted to the 
hospital on several occasions in the 
past but never have we seen the wards 


or staff so busy. Everybody around us 
looked so poorly and vulnerable but it 
was impossible to move anybody 
because there was nowhere for them to 
go.” 

Paula Clark, chief executive of The 
Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS foun¬ 
dation Trust, which runs Russells Hall, 
said: “The Trust has seen a 10 per cent 
increase in emergency admissions com¬ 
pared to the same period last year and 
has opened a further 33 temporary 
beds to help us manage the extra 
volume of patients. 

“These are in addition to the 18 tem¬ 
porary beds that were opened at the 
end of November. Because of the 


increase in emergency admissions, the 
Trust has been forced to postpone non¬ 
emergency operations.” 

But she stressed all urgent, emer¬ 
gency, trauma and cancer operations 
were going ahead normally. 

She added: “Patient care is the top 
priority for the Trust and patients are 
not being discharged until they are 
medically fit to be sent home. 

Derek Hunter, urgent care lead at 
NHS Dudley, said: “I would encourage 
those who feel unwell to utilise the 
many pharmacies across the borough as 
well as the local walk-in centre and GPs 
and remember that A&E is for emergen¬ 
cies only.” 
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Guy Perry and Martin Wilkins take a quality check It’s easy pouring - Guy filling a fermentation tank How strong? Guy taking a test for alcohol content Guy connects pipes during the brewing process 


Golden nectar at 
old brewhouse 


AN HISTORIC micro 
brewery in the Black 
Country is fighting back 
against cheap booze in 
supermarkets with a 
range of popular ales. 

Black Country Ales, based 
at the Old Bulls Head, Lower 
Gornal, supplies beer for 26 
pubs across the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

The tipples are brewed in a 
small outbuilding at the back of 
the pub and then distributed by 
the firm’s one driver. 

Market 

That site was used from 1840 
for about 150 years, until the 
business died out as trade fell. 

But it was brought back to life 
by brewer Guy Perry seven years 
ago when he suggested to land¬ 
lord Angus McMeeking that there 


By Adam Burling 

was a market for real ale. 

Since then business has been 
booming and the company 
recently started selling beer to 
Wetherspoons. 

Real ale is a rare bright spot in 
the UK’s beer industry. 

While total beer sales fell four 
per cent in the year to 2009 — 
erasing 1.3m barrels from con¬ 
sumption - cask beer did not spill 
a drop. 

Craft ales brewed in micro¬ 
breweries account for eight per 
cent of Britain’s total beer 
market, according to the Cask 
Report, and make up 15 per cent 
of all beers sold in pubs, bars and 
other so-called on-trade venues. 

About 13,000 pints are pro¬ 
duced each week at the Old Bulls 
Head using the brewery’s three 
fermenting vessels. 

Guy spends hours each day 
toiling away to get the perfect 


pint. He said: “It’s hard work and 
this is only really a small opera¬ 
tion but we’re committed to pro¬ 
ducing great beer.” 

The brewery produces three 
main ales - Bradley’s Finest 
Golden (BFG), Pig on the Wall 
and Fireside Bitter. 

Its newest creation is Dudley 
Pale Ale, which launched for the 
town’s ale festival earlier last 
month. 

A basic ale recipe is used and 
then tweaked for each brand. 

Supply 

Some have more hops, while 
others have more of a malt taste. 

The total brewing process takes 
a week and there are always three 
loads of ale being produced at any 
time, to keep the supply chain 
going. 

A third of a ton of malt is poured 
into a huge vessel at the start, 
before 4,500 pints of water are 


added and about 1001b of hops. It 
is then pumped into a fermenter 
and left there for six days. 

Brewery director Martin 
Wilkins said there were plans to 
extend the brewery but they did 
not want to lose its family atmos¬ 
phere. 

“We’ve had the idea before of 
spending £500,000 on a new 
building,” he said. 

“But then we would have 
higher targets to reach and it 
would change they way we work,” 
he said. 

Martin has plans to turn the 
brewery into a visitor centre, 
though, so customers can see 
exactly how the ale they are 
drinking is made. 

He added: “There’s nothing 
better than a pint of locally 
brewed ale. 

“I think people prefer that to 
the mass produced lagers of the 
supermarket.” 



The perfect pint - Guy Perry and Martin Wilkins enjoying the fruits of their labour 
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Brave Tom helps to 
pioneer treatment 
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A BRAVE Black Country 10-year- Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
old is using his battle with cancer J 1 the treatment, proton beams can be 
. -i -« , . , directed more precisely at tumours than 

to help get a pioneering new treat- standard radiotherapy, making the treat¬ 


ment unit built in the Midlands. 

Tom Blakemore, of Halesowen, 
endured proton therapy in the US on a 
rare, inoperable tumour behind his 
face. 

He is now in remission after three 


ment more effective and reducing damage 
to healthy tissue and organs. 

Football 

Tom, of Hillcrest Avenue, who plays foot¬ 
ball for the Brierley Hill Bullets, was diag¬ 
nosed with Rhabdomyosarcoma last 


months of the therapy and hopes to return January after suffering from headaches 
to school full-time this month. His story is and dizziness. 

now being used to persuade the Govern- Doctors found the tumour behind Tom’s 
ment to fund a multi-million pound unit at face, where the skull meets the spine. 

Because of the unusual 
position of the tumour, the 
Colley Lane Primary School 
pupil needed an intense and 
accurate form of treatment. 

The NHS paid for Tom 
and his parents to travel to a 
specialist clinic in Jack¬ 
sonville, Florida. QE 
spokesman Gareth Duggan 
said Tom’s story was being 
used to support a bid for a 
proton beam therapy unit. 
“He is a super kid and a very 
good example of the children 
we can treat,” he said. 

Game fair to 
draw crowds 

THE Shugborough Estate 
near Stafford will be staging 
a game fair in March. The 
event is planned on March 5 
and 6 from 9am to 6pm. 

The weekend event will 
feature Midland airgun 
clubs, gun dogs, birds of 
prey and fly casting. 

There will also be around 
200 stalls of various trades, 
crafts and antiques and a 
fun fair. Ticket prices are 
£10 for adults and £5 for 
under 16s. 

The event is expected to 
draw lovers of the great out¬ 
doors from all over the 
region 


Tuning in for digital television 

BLACK Country residents are being urged to go digital to 
ensure they do not lose their TV reception when the signal 
switches over in April. In April 2011 the central area will 
start the switch over from analogue to digital signal and 
Dudley Council is encouraging its tenants to update now. 

The authority has already been switching over flats and 
bungalows on a communal system over the last two years 
and will be continuing during the coming months. 

More information can be found at the www. help- 
scheme.co.uk website. 

Guide looks for 
funding ideas 


FUNDRAISING ideas 
are needed to help girl 
guide Emily Cole make a 
trip of lifetime to Mexico 
a reality. 

The 15-year-old, of Whit¬ 
tington Road, in Norton, 
Stourbridge, was picked as 
part of a group of 10 girls 
from across the country to 
travel to South America in 
July. 

She will fly to the Girl 
Guiding world centre called 
Our Cabana where 
members of the organisa¬ 


tion work with children on 
community projects. 

A host of activities and 
cultural days learning 
about Mexico will form part 
of the nine day trip and she 
will also take part in craft 
days with school children. 

But Emily, a pupil at 
Redhill School, in Junction 
Road, Stourbridge, has to 
find £1,800 to help pay for 
the trip. 

Anyone with fundraising 
ideas or support is asked to 
call 07703 422216. 



Fighting back to health - Tom Blakemore, aged 10, with father 
Simon and mum Jane 
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All smiles for the dentist fundraiser 


TIPTON Dental Practice were giving 
away more than £500 worth of dental 
care in their festive charity raffle. 

Principle dentist Dr Kazim Mirza and 
his staff at Tipton Dental Practice on Owen 
Street, were hoping to raise an equivalent 
£500 for Barnardos, the UK’s leading chil¬ 
dren’s charity. 

The team have been collecting donations 
for the past three months but hope that by 
offering prizes more patients will be 
encouraged to part with their small 
change. 

Community 

Over the past nine-years the surgery has 
dedicated much of its time to engaging the 
local community with various events. 

Dr Mirza said: “We really want to help 
promote Barnardos and we hope that our 
raffle can draw in enough funds to beat last 
year’s £300. 

“I hope that everyone will show their 
support to such a worthy cause.” 

This year’s prizes include a free in¬ 
surgery tooth whitening session worth 
£400, three home whitening kits and 
several oral hygiene kits which included 
toothbrush and floss-picks as well as 
mouthwashes. 



All smiles at the dentist’s, from left: receptionist Yazmeen Matloob, dentist Dr Mirza 
and dental nurse Karen Kaur 


Police urged to £ er 
text as bills rise 



Sergeant Gavin Peever with Samantha Bates and teenagers 
James Innes, Becky Harrison, Laura Durrant, Pc Abbey Jones 
and Aaron Moore 


Joy for 

TEENAGERS in 
Tipton are celebrating 
after passing a life- 
guarding course. 

The five youngsters 
took part in an eight- 
week course delivered 
by two police officers 
who are accredited 
instructors and part of 
the West Midlands 
Police lifesaving 
team. 

The five students, 
aged 15 to 17, were 
selected from Alexan¬ 
dra High and RSA 


new lifeguards 


Academy. They were 
required to attend 
Tipton Swimming 
Baths one evening a 
week for two hours, 
where their time was 
spent learning first 
aid and practical life¬ 
saving techniques. 

They all received a 
recognised national 
pool lifesaving award 
which they can use to 
help find employment 
in the leisure industry 
or gain entry onto a 
sports course. 


All of the students 
are also now qualified 
to apply for the bronze 
medallion swimming 
course in February. 

Meanwhile, adults 
can now learn to 
become lifeguards and 
swimming teachers 
with new courses in 
Sandwell. 

A lifeguard course 
at Langley Swimming 
Centre, Vicarage 
Road, Oldbury, starts 
on January 10, and 
costs £190. 


POLICE in the Midlands 
are being urged to save 
money by sending text 
messages rather than 
talking into their radios. 

West Midlands Police hopes 
to reduce the annual multi¬ 
million pound radio bill. 

Rising bills for using the com¬ 
munications system, known as 
Airwave, are hitting the region’s 
three cash-strapped police forces. 

Airwave was launched in 2000 
to replace the analogue systems 
in use. Digital technology allowed 
wider coverage, clearer signals 
and the encryption of voice traffic. 

West Midlands Police saw its 
Airwave bill rise from 
£2.48million in 2006/7 to £2.97m 
last year. 

Mobile 

Staffordshire Police’s bill went 
up from £1.34m in 2007/8 to 
£ 1.43m for 2009/10. 

The cost to West Mercia Police 
rose from from £647,002 in 
2006/7 to £743,521 last year. 

West Mercia was also hit by 
going over pre-arranged limits, 
costing it £76,000 in 2006/7 and 
£141,643 last year. The new 
radios allow officers to send mes¬ 
sages using a text system, similar 
to that used on mobile phones, at 
far cheaper cost than speaking to 
the control room. 

Bernard McDermott, from 
West Mercia Police, said: “The 
force is currently looking at 
options for making increased 
usage of text.” 


Bid to stop boy racers 

A BID to put barriers on a Brier- 
ley Hill supermarket car park to 
deter boy racers from gathering at 
night has got the go-ahead. 

Dudley Council planners have 
approved a planning application 
for the work at Asda in Pearson 
Street. 


A DRIVER who led police 
on a chase through 
Netherton, jumping a red 
light and straying on to 
the wrong side of the 
road, has been given a 
12-week suspended 
prison sentence. 

David Jones, aged 27, 
was also ordered to do 60 
hours of community 
service. Jones, of Purlin 
Wharf, Netherton, 
Dudley, pleaded guilty at 
Dudley Magistrates 
Court on December 31 to 
dangerous driving, 
failing to stop and 
driving when his licence 
had been revoked. 

Jones, who has a two- 
year-old daughter, was 
also given an 18-month 
community order, 

banned from driving for 
18 months, told to pay 
£100 costs and attend a 
Thinking Skills pro¬ 
gramme. 

Chairman of magis¬ 
trates Mr George Walker 
told him: “This is not 
something we would 
expect from someone 
your age with a family.” 

Mr David Truelove, 
prosecuting, said that on 
October 16 at around 
8pm, police spotted 
Jones driving a Hyundai 
Coupe along Halesowen 
Road above the 30mph 
limit. When he spotted 
police he accelerated 
away, Mr Truelove said. 

He drove at more than 
50mph, the court heard. 
His licence was revoked 
in 2009 as he failed to 
send it off after he was 
caught using a mobile 
phone while driving. 

Mr Steve Hamblett, 
defending, said Jones 
had “simply panicked” 
when he saw the police. 


Medical 

number 

changes 

HEALTH chiefs in 
Dudley are urging 
patients to make a note of 
the new GP out of hours 
number. 

Anyone who is regis¬ 
tered with a Dudley GP 
can access the out-of¬ 
hours service from 
6.30pm to 8am Monday 
to Friday or any time on 
Saturday or Sunday and 
bank holidays. 

Sarah Dugan, chief 
executive for Dudley 
Primary Care Trust said: 
“This excellent service 
will continue to provide 
out of hours cover for GPs 
across the borough in the 
same way as it has for 
several years, but the 
number is changing to 
0300 555 4566.” 


Fines written off for 
raider caught on site 


A METAL raider caught red- 
handed in Tipton had more 
than £900 of unpaid fines 
written off and was told to do 
80 hours of unpaid work to 
make a “fresh start”. 

Jamie Malpass was caught 
holding copper piping when he 
and brother-in-law Andrew 
Buckler were found at the 
disused Bonner Regis site in 
High Street, Princes End. 

Warley Magistrates Court 
heard how the pair went into the 
site on November 16 via a 
removed rear door. They said two 
men, claiming they were clearing 
the site, told them to take what 
they wanted. 

Malpass, of Beddows Avenue 
in Coseley, and Buckler, of 


Wednesfield Road, Willenhall, 
thought they could make cash 
selling the scrap but did not 
know an alarm was triggered. 

Miss Pushpa Sheemar, prose¬ 
cuting, said police found Malpass 
and Buckler with piping in their 
hands. Malpass, 26, admitted 
burglary with intent to steal. 

Mr Chris Stapleton, defending, 
said: “Mr Malpass has constantly 
stated he was walking along and 
saw two people carrying piping 
who said help yourselves. 

Finances 

“He had found himself in a dire 
situation, his finances were very 
bad and he wasn’t being allowed 
to see his children by his 
partner.” 

He added that Malpass had co¬ 


operated fully with police. 

The court heard Malpass had 
broken a community order and 
needed to complete 120 hours of 
unpaid work and pay £1,319 in 
costs, fines and compensation. 

Chairman of the bench Mrs 
Glenise Edwards said she would 
remit the oldest fines for a total 
of £903. 

“This is your chance for a fresh 
start,” she said. 

Malpass was given another 12- 
month community order with 
supervision and 80 hours’ unpaid 
work to run consecutively with 
his outstanding order. 

Earlier this month co-accused 
Buckler was given a 12-month 
community order with 80 hours’ 
unpaid work, plus £85 prosecu¬ 
tion costs. 
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High rise 
search 
for an 
‘angel’ 


THE search is on for 
good neighbours to be 
honoured at an awards 
ceremony. 

Now in its sixth year the 
annual Good Neighbour 
Award specifically high¬ 
lights good deeds that go on 
behind the scenes in high 
rise communities. 

Residents in Dudley are 
being asked to nominate 
people they feel deserve this 
year’s award. 

It could be someone who 
does odd jobs such as 
cooking or shopping for an 
elderly resident or people 
who are just generally good 
neighbours. 

The winner and runner- 
up will be chosen by a 
judging panel and handed 
their trophies at a forthcom¬ 
ing High Rise Living Forum 
meeting in March. The 
closing date for entries is 
January 20. 

Nominations 

Councillor David Simms, 
cabinet member for 
housing, said:“The Good 
Neighbour Award is a 
perfect way of thanking the 
unsung heroes of our high 
rise housing.” 

Dudley Council and 
Dudley Federation of 
Tenants & Residents Associ¬ 
ation have teamed up with 
the High Rise Living Forum 
to run the awards. Nomina¬ 
tion forms are now being 
delivered to residents in 
high rise blocks across the 
borough and are available 
at Dudley Council Plus, 
libraries and housing 
offices. 

For more information log 
on to www.dudley.gov.uk 


1,400 parking fines are 
handed out at hospital 


ALMOST 1,400 parking fines were 
handed to drivers who blocked the 
path of ambulances and other 
emergency vehicles at Dudley’s 
main hospital last year, new 
figures reveal. 

Tickets were given to patients,staff 
and visitors who parked “inappropri¬ 
ately” at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Red lines have been painted in certain 
parts of the site after complaints that lives 
were being put at risk because of the incon¬ 
siderate actions of drivers. 


Motorists often leave their cars on the 
lines to avoid paying to park or if they are 
running late for appointments. 

There were 1,390 fixed penalty notices 
issued in 2010 carrying a fine of £15. If this 
was not paid after 14 days, the fee was 
increased to £30. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the 
Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust, which runs the hospital, said: 
“There is a fixed penalty notice system in 
place for vehicles that are parked inappro¬ 
priately, for example on red lines around 
the hospital site where vehicles will cause 
an obstruction to other vehicles and on 
public footpaths. 

“There are notices clearly 
displayed around the hospi¬ 
tal site.” 

Car parking facilities at 
the hospital are provided by 
the trust’s PFI partners 
Summit Healthcare 

(Dudley) Ltd and managed 
by Interserve (Facilities 
Management) Ltd. 

The red lines were 
painted in 2008 and signs 
warning motorists were also 
installed. 

Permits 

A £6 million staff car 
park, with 691 spaces, was 
opened at the hospital last 
month. 

But staff living within a 
mile of the hospital will not 
be allowed to use it. 

More than 3,000 workers 
applied for permits for the 
car park. But the hospital 
said the number of parking 
spots was limited by council 
regulations. 

Monthly fees of £15 are 
proposed for full-time staff, 
£7.50 for people working 
fewer than 18.75 hours a 
week, £5 for bank staff and 
those earning £16,753 or 
less. The fees will claw back 
some of the building costs. 


Jail warning for 
fuel theft driver 


A WOMAN who admit¬ 
ted filling her car with 
petrol and driving off 
without paying on two 
occasions has been 
warned she faces jail. 

Lorraine Cotterill, aged 
47, of Stuart Road, Rowley 
Regis, pleaded guilty to 
charges of making off 
without payment at Dudley 
Magistrates Court last 
week. 

The court heard she is 
still serving a conditional 
discharge for an unrelated 
crime. 

Magistrates adjourned 
the case until January 17 
for reports but warned they 
were considering a custo¬ 
dial sentence. 

Mrs Dawn Cartwright, 
prosecuting, said Cotterill 
had first pulled on to the 
forecourt at Dixon Green 


Service Station, Dudley, on 
December 7. 

She filled her Fiat Punto 
with petrol worth £20.07 
and left without paying. 

She returned on Decem¬ 
ber 10, filling her car with 
£30.31 worth of petrol, and 
again failing to pay. 

Her car registration was 
caught on CCTV and police 
visited her home. 

Errands 

She claimed she was 
running errands which had 
increased the fuel consump¬ 
tion of her car. 

“She told officers she had 
no cards or money to make 
payment,” said Mrs 
Cartwright. 

Mr Gerry Vahey, defend¬ 
ing, said: “This is a difficult 
matter as there is not a par¬ 
ticularly good reason for 
this.” 


New year traditions explained 


THE importance of a 
lump of coal, a piece of 
bread and a tall, dark¬ 
haired man to a tradi¬ 
tional Black Country 
New Year has been 
revealed to museum vis¬ 
itors. 

Staff at Dudley’s 
Black Country Living 
Museum also shared 
anecdotes of New Year 
traditions now lost to 
history. 

Visitors were told how 
it is traditional for a tall, 
dark-haired man to open 
the door of a house and 
welcome in the New 
Year. The man chosen 
would leave the house 
through the back door, 
walk around the house 
and open the front door, 
stepping through. 

Coal was also a 
symbol of heat and 
health and bread on the 
table to signify wealth 
and prosperity in the 
coming year. 

Among those sharing 
the traditions was 37- 
year-old Kerry Anne 
Marson, a guide at the 
Tipton Road museum. 

“The dark-haired man 
was itself linked with 
the legacy of the 
chimney sweep,” she 
said. “Having a chimney 
sweep at your wedding 
is a symbol of good luck 
and, of course, the soot 
turns a man’s head dark. 
The dark-haired man 

Kerry Anne Marson and Dave Williams, from Dudley’s Black was a similar symbol to 
Country Living Museum, celebrate the start of 2011 with bring good luck,” she 
traditional symbols of bread and coal added. 



School 
build hit 
by poor 
weather 

BUILDING work at a 
new £8million 

Sandwell primary 
school has been 
delayed by the ice and 
snow. 

Sandwell Council faces 
a race against time to 
complete the work at 
Tipton Green’s new 
primary school in time 
for September. 

Work to replace the 
existing Tipton Green 
Junior School on Park 
Lane West started in 
July. It will provide a new 
three-form entry junior 
school together with com¬ 
munity facilities. 

Foundations have 
been laid but the scheme 
is already running 
behind schedule. Accord¬ 
ing to a timeline on 
Sandwell Council’s 
website work was due to 
start to install the roof 
this week. However other 
work will need to be com¬ 
pleted before this can 
begin. 

When the work is com¬ 
pleted, the school will 
provide larger new class¬ 
rooms and rooms for com¬ 
munity use. 

The new development 
is being built behind the 
current junior school and 
will be linked to the exist¬ 
ing Victoria Infants 
School. 

The current building is 
due to be demolished as 
soon as the new one is 
open. Opened in the 
1970s, the school is cur¬ 
rently oversubscribed. 

The new school will 
cost £8 million and will 
create more than 100 
new places for pupils. 
The plan is part of a 
borough-wide scheme to 
rebuild primary schools. 
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Postman 
had haul 
of stolen 
presents 


THE home of a Black 
Country postman was 
turned into a treasure 
trove full of other 
people’s birthday gifts by 
his six-year stealing 
spree, a court heard. 

Paul Nicholls, aged 51, 
had targeted greetings 
cards and parcels at the 
delivery centre in Brierley 
Hill where he was based. 

He stole around 10 items 
every day, it is estimated. 

Mr John Dove, prosecut¬ 
ing, told Wolverhampton 
Crown court last week: 
“When investigators went 
there they discovered an 
Aladdin’s Cave of stolen 
DVDs, clothing, toys, com¬ 
puter games, phone cards 
and gift vouchers.” 

Nicholls, a postman for 11 
years, always stole post due 
to be delivered by colleagues 
to prevent suspicion. 

Mr Dove said: “He was 
stealing about 10 a day. He 
initially stole parcels and 
then greetings cards and 
took over £10,000 worth.” 

Nicholls was caught when 
he was spotted by staff 
taking a greetings card. 

Mr Tom Challinor, de¬ 
fending, said: “He is at the 
end of his tether, under psy¬ 
chiatric care and has 
attempted suicide.” 

Nicholls, of Shenstone 
Avenue, Norton, Stour¬ 
bridge, admitted stealing 
post between 2004 and last 
May. He was given a one 
year jail sentence sus¬ 
pended for 18 months with 
220 hours’ unpaid work. He 
was told to restore the 
£2,288 of property found at 
his home. 


Hopes rise 
that stalled 
project will 
finally start 


WORK on a stalled multi-million 
pound regeneration project for a 
Black Country town could get 
under way within a year, a leading 
councillor has said. 

Dudley Council first unveiled plans 
for shops, homes and a health centre in 
Cradley almost three years ago. 

But the scheme has yet to start with 
councillors blaming the financial downturn 
and problems with acquiring land for 
delays. 

Now deputy council leader, Councillor 
Les Jones, has said officials were closing in 
on deals to allow work to begin. 

A decision on part of the scheme to build 
seven shops and 14 flats, in Windmill Hill, 
will be made by planners early next year. 

Councillor Jones hopes the Windmill Hill 


development will mark the start of rest of 
the project. 

As part of the project, Dudley Council is 
selling off land near Foredraft Street and it 
will be placed on the market to developers 
for housing. 

Plans for a new health centre, built with 
cash from Dudley Primary Care Trust as a 
public-private partnership with Dudley 
Infracare, are still on the drawing board. 

Frustration 

No suitable land which is big enough for 
the development has yet been found, 
although Councillor Jones says talks are 
continuing with landlords in the area. 

He said: “I know there is a sense of frus¬ 
tration from local residents. But the oppor¬ 
tunity is coming. We are getting further 
and further down the line with this. 

“If everything goes to 
plan we could be looking 
at work starting within 
12 months to two years 
on the whole plan.” 

A detailed report will 
be discussed by council¬ 
lors and the public at 
tonight’s (January 13) 
Halesowen area commit¬ 
tee. 

It will be start at Hurst 
Green Primary School, in 
Narrow Lane, Hale¬ 
sowen, at 6.30pm. 


Meetings are planned 

A SERIES of public meetings for residents living in Stour¬ 
bridge has been announced. The meetings are an opportunity 
for residents to air views or concerns. 

Norton Green Tenants and Residents Association hosts its 
meeting on January 17, at Gigmill Primary School, in The 
Broadway Norton, Stourbridge, at 7pm. 

People are invited to the Wollaston Farm Tenants and Res¬ 
idents Association on January 25, St James’s C.E. Primary 
School, in Kingsway, Wollaston at 7pm. On January 27, 
Green Street Gardens Tenants and Residents group hold a 
meeting at Bailey Court, off Green Street, at 7pm. 



The Kingswinford School students Ruth Pearson, Paul Carpenter, Macauley Unwin, 
and Samantha Meese, all aged 15, back,with head girl Tamara Jackson, 16, and 
head boy Harry Thynne, 15, with new headteacher Bronwyn Hedley 


A SCHOOL in Dudley is celebrating the 
arrival of its first female headteacher since 
it opened almost 70 years ago. 

Bronwyn Hedley took the reins at The 
Kingswinford School in Water Street, 
Kingswinford, on January 1 - and says she 
can’t wait to get her teeth into the running 
of the school. “I’m very honoured and feel 
very privileged to be given this position. 

“It is exciting to be given the opportunity 


to lead such a wonderful school.” After 
starting out teaching geography, history 
and religious eduction, Mrs Hedley has 
spent her entire career at the school. 

She has worked with five headteachers — 
David Wood, Geoffrey Harrison, Peter 
Limb, Darren Francis, and John Simms 
and says she has learned something from 
each. Mrs Hedley was promoted from the 
role of principal deputy head. 


Centro 

seeking 

opinion 

A PROGRAMME of 
meetings and exhibitions 
about the future of public 
transport in the West 
Midlands has been 
extended to give more 
people a chance to have 
their say. 

Exhibitions are sched¬ 
uled to take place in 
January but transport 
authority Centro is now 
inviting businesses and 
the public to voice their 
opinion on the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) at 
Transport User Forum 
meetings. 

The first is on January 
19 at Wolverhampton 
Council House for the 
Black Country with 
another at Centro House 
in Summer Lane, Birm¬ 
ingham, on January 25. 

Exhibitions include 
one between 11am and 
3pm on January 18 at 
Dudley Council Plus, 
Castle Street, Dudley, 
and 3-6pm on January 27 
at Lift Building, Venture 
way, Brierley Hill.Visit 
www. westmidlandsltp. g 
ov. uk/for malconsultation 
to post views. 

Rihanna 

rumours 

EMINEM, Rihanna and 
Arctic Monkeys are 
rumoured to be among 
the line-up for this year’s 
V Festival. The US stars 
and Arctic Monkeys are 
said to be playing the fes¬ 
tival at Staffordshire’s 
Weston Park and at 
Chelmsford on August 21 
and 22. 

Internet forums are 
awash with line-up 
rumours which organis¬ 
ers will not confirm. 
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History 
in the 
making 

ALONG-RUNNING history society has released calling Helen Cook on 01384 395034. 

its programme of events for the first part of 2011 The February 9 talk will focus on the Grey 

and is inviting visitors to attend. family of Enville. 

Amblecote History Society meets at the On March 9 Ian Bott will look at Black Country 
Church Hall in Vicarage Road on the second mansions, including those situated in the Amble- 
Wednesday of every month from 7.30pm. cote area. 

It is dedicated to preserving and recording the A talk on the history of Witley Court, Great 

history of the village. Witley, once owned by Black Country industrial - 

Visitors are welcome to attend for an admis- ists the Foleys and Dudleys, will be staged on 
sion fee of £1.50. Further details are available by April 13. 


Hotel’s £5m revamp 
stalled by opposition 



Owners Wilf and Terrie Beardsmore with the plans for Dunsley Hall Hotel 



An artist’s impression of how the new extension and spa would look 


A £5MILLION transformation of a land¬ 
mark Kinver hotel, which may create up 
to 170 jobs, has stalled in a row between 
its owners and English Heritage. 

The Grade-II listed Dunsley Hall Hotel, 
Kinver, is due a revamp to create a five-star 
venue in time for the 2012 Olympics. 

But owners Terrie and Wilf Beardsmore suffered a 
setback as English Heritage announced it was 
“strongly opposed”. Under plans, the number of bed¬ 
rooms would increase from 10 to 34 and a spa and 
function room would be built. 

Staff numbers would rise from about 30 to up to 
200. Although English Heritage agreed in principle 
to plans to transform former stables into bedrooms, 
it called parts of the plan to extend the main hall to 
create new rooms “disproportionate.” 

Petition 

The Beardsmores want villagers and customers to 
back plans and force an English Heritage rethink. 
They say if they have to go back to the drawing 
board, it will leave them thousands out of pocket. 

More than 30 people visited the Dunsley Hall 
Road hotel to see plans on January 3. Some signed a 
petition which owners plan to send to South 
Staffordshire Council. 

Mrs Beardsmore said they turned away £600,000 
of business because of a lack of bedrooms. Plans will 
be resubmitted to the council by March. 

English Heritage spokeswoman Renee Fok said: 
“We are strongly opposed to the proposed new exten¬ 
sion to the principal listed house which will approx¬ 
imately double its existing ground floor area and be 
wholly disproportionate to, and out of keeping with, 
its present vernacular scale and character. 

“It will significantly damage the character and 
appearance of the walled garden, and be visually 
intrusive and out of place.” 

South Staffordshire Council spokesman Jamie 
Angus said they met owners in December to discuss 
plans and offer advice on the way forward. 



merryhiu 


WINTER OFFERS!!! 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


BUY NOW 
PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL 2012 

ffWSl'fci OP 

Atari* mi I w r.? tintha& 
tm tniinj lit Its r22feKl y *)r 
of n-Tiitarliuiu. 

ill uf oil lifer: 

.ffcirpj 

GwMvIrivrrTirl ivl 


EST. 1966 

CPK art m cv»wvrc*v* 


wwvv m e r ry h 1 11 w i n d ows com 





Bflstnn ■ _ 

Great Bride* R«kJ \WI4 6LB LG6K0S 
cdii 0645050 S24D Yct/rehcrna 

visit betasm.iJc 















































Page 10 STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 


ic chronicle 


Geologist gets 
ready to rock 



Dudley chief geologist Graham Whorton prepares 
for Saturday’s fossil demonstration 


A SERIES of fossil and mineral workshops to bring the 
Jurassic period to life for children have been launched 
in Dudley. 

People will be able to take any gemstones, minerals 
or rocks they have discovered for examination by 
experts at Dudley Museum and Art Gallery in St James 
Road, Dudley. 

Following the success of several workshops last year, 
they will now be held monthly on a Saturday, changing 
to weekdays during the school holidays. The first event 
of the year was held last Saturday. 

Dudley’s chief geologist Graham Whorton said the 
events were, “always great fun and we get some really 
interesting things turn up. In one session we held in 
November, someone brought a huge fossilised starfish 
in, which was just amazing.. 

“Families bring in rocks and things they have found 
on holiday in Wales or the Isle of Wight, as well as lots 
of bits and pieces from local areas such as the Wrens 
Nest.” 

He said the workshops would be a warm-up to the 
two-day National Rock and Fossil Festival being held 
in Dudley on September 24 and 25. 


£400,000 drugs seized 
in festive crackdown 


CLASS A drugs and cannabis plants worth more than £400,000 were 
recovered in a festive crackdown on drug-related crime in Dudley police 
have revealed. A total of 30 people were also arrested during Operation 
Advent which ran in the borough throughout December. 

Police say a total of 41 warrants were executed, largely under the Misuse of 
Drugs Act, during the 24-day operation. 

Originally police had hoped to execute one search warrant a day across the 
area but officers say information gathered exceeded expectations. Inspector 
Richard Jones from Dudley Police led the operation. 

He said: “We wanted to make a significant impact on those suspected of being involved 
in the illegal supply and possession of drugs, as well as other offences that impact heavily 
on this area such as burglary and handling of stolen goods. 

“We arrested 30 people in ' 
a little over three weeks, 
and the amount of informa¬ 
tion we gathered to make 
that possible was phenome¬ 
nal. We thank local people 
for telling us about their 
concerns and suspicions 
which led to us taking such 
decisive action.” 

Of the 30 people arres¬ 
ted, 25 were either charged 
and appeared before the 
courts, or given a police 
caution. 

The remaining five are 
currently on police bail 
pending further inquiries. 


Costly locomotive may 
may be sold by council 

HISTORIC railway engine the Sandwell Locomotive may 
be sold in a controversial Sandwell Council move. 

The engine, which cost the council £23,000 in 1989 to 
promote the borough, is being lined up for sale provided the 
buyer guarantees to restore it to its former glory. It was 
built at the Birmingham Railway and Carriage Works in 
Smethwick and bought by the council to run trips for chil¬ 
dren and pensioners. However, running costs escalated. 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, cabinet member for youth, 
culture and leisure said: ‘We are going to look for a buyer 
who can guarantee they will restore the engine.” 


Substances 

“We aim to send a strong 
message that drugs will not 
be tolerated in Dudley and if 
found to be involved in the 
illegal supply of controlled 
substances then people will 
be prosecuted,” said Inspec¬ 
tor Jones. 

He added: “Such crimes 
can carry a custodial sen¬ 
tence, and so this operation 
should serve as a warning to 
others involved in similar 
activity.” 

Anyone with information 
on anyone suspected to be 
involved in drugs activity in 
the borough is asked to call 
police on 0345 1135000. 


Stranded pony is 
freed from fence 


A PONY triggered a rescue 
operation after becoming 
stuck on top of a metal gate 
in a Black Country field. 

The one-year-old pony 
was discovered by residents 
hanging over the gate, off 
Sovereign Drive, in the 
Milking Bank, Dudley. 

People feared the animal 
had been impaled on the 
gate so they calmed the 
black-haired pony down and 


called the fire service at 
around noon last Tuesday. 

Dudley Fire Station’s 
watch commander Paul 
Clark said fter using cutting 
equipment on the upper 
part of the gate, they 
realised the pony was not 
impaled and were able to lift 
it free. “It was lucky - I 
think it had tried to jump 
the fence but became 
trapped.” he said. 


Chapter of success with wi-fi 



Library assistants James Windsor and Rachel Raybould promote 
the new IT services now available at Dudley Library 


LIBRARY 
members can now 
use their web 
enabled gadgets to 
surf the internet 
for free in libraries 
across the 
borough. 

The new wi-fi 
spots are now 
available in Stour¬ 
bridge, Kings win- 
ford, Wordsley, 
Dudley, Brierley 
Hill, Halesowen 
and Sedgley. 

Councillor David 
Simms, cabinet 
member for 
housing, libraries 
and adult learn¬ 
ing, said: “The free 
wi-fi has already 
proving to be very 
popular in our 
libraries, and now 
people are access¬ 
ing the web in a 
variety of different 
ways. 

“Members are 
able to access the 
internet during 
the library opening 
times and stay 
logged on for as 
long as they like.” 

Users need a 
library card and 
pin number. Tips 
on getting started 
can be found at 
www. dudley. gov. uk 
/libraries or to 
become a library 
member visit your 
local branch. 
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10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
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Checks find 
nearly 300 at 
work illegally 


ALMOST 300 illegal workers have been found 
at businesses in the West Midlands and 
Staffordshire during swoops by border agency 
officials in the last two years. 

New figures also show the Home Office depart¬ 
ment made almost 500 enforcement visits to firms in 
the area between November 2008 and the end of 
October last year. Employers can face a financial 
penalty of up to £10,000 for every illegal worker 
found. The figures show that almost £lmillion has 
been paid out in financial penalties in the ST, WS, 
WV, DY and B postcode areas. These cover the 
Staffordshire, Walsall, Wolverhampton, Dudley, 
Kidderminster, Sandwell and Birmingham areas. 

The penalties included payouts of more than 
£52,000 by firms in the DY or Dudley postcode area. 

In total, 294 illegal 
workers were found over 
the two years. The 
highest number was in 
the B postcode area cov¬ 
ering Birmingham and 
Sandwell, where 94 were 
discovered between 
November 2008 and 
October 2009. 


Store is 
closed in 
fire fear 


STAFF and customers 
had to be evacuated from 
an electrical store in the 
Merry Hill shopping 
centre after a light fitting 
overheated, starting a 
small blaze. 

Around 15 people in 
Maplin were asked to 
leave the store as a safety 
precaution at around 
1.30pm on Saturday. 

The fire, in a ware¬ 
house, was contained to 
the light fitting and did 
not spread. 

Fire crews from Brier- 
ley Hill used ladders to 
reach the fitting and a 
carbon dioxide extin¬ 
guisher to put out the 
blaze. 

The store reopened 
around an hour later 
after checks had been 
made. 


Thirty-seven illegal 
workers were deported 
across the area over the 
course of the last two 
years after being found 
during enforcement 
visits to businesses in 
cases where a civil 
penalty was issued. 

Covers 

They included three 
workers discovered 
working in the WS post¬ 
code, which covers 
Walsall and parts of 
Cannock. Seven were 
also removed from the 
UK after officials visited 
firms in the WV, Wolver¬ 
hampton, postcode area. 

Alison Spowage, UK 
Border Agency West Mid¬ 
lands assistant director, 
said: “We will continue to 
crack down in 2011.” 



Eric meets challenge 


Eric Hatton, aged 84, with his new book Taking up the Challenge 


A MINISTER at a Stourbridge church 
has put pen to paper and written his 
autobiography. 

Eric Hatton, aged 84, has attended 
services at Stourbridge National Spir¬ 
itualist Church, in Union Street for 
more than 60 years. 

Mr Hatton, of Broughton Road, 
Pedmore, Stourbridge, has decided to 
release his memoirs entitled Taking 
up the Challenge detailing his faith 
and how it has shaped his life. 

He became involved at the church 
shortly after his brother Bert died 
aged 22 on his way home from national 
service in 1947. 

Bert was killed when the Sunder¬ 
land Flying Boat in which he was trav¬ 
elling crashed on its way back from 
Singapore to Hong Kong. 


Mr Hatton, who used to own his own 
stationery business, began research¬ 
ing Spiritualism faith which believes 
that some aspect of the personality or 
mind survives after death. 

He became a minister at the church 
around 34 years ago and attends 
weekly services. 

“I wanted to put down my experi¬ 
ences for people and detail what it has 
done for me over the years,” he said. 

The grandfather-of-five and great- 
grandfather-of-two lived out a life’s 
dream by completing the Cresta Run 
on a sleigh during a holiday with busi¬ 
ness colleagues for his 60th birthday, 
using it as inspiration for the book’s 
title. 

It is available, priced £10.50, from 
the church or by calling 01384 396955. 
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Marathon man is 
up and running 

A FORMER SOLDIER from the Black 
Country who suffered severe burns in a 
petrol-bomb attack in Iraq has completed 
the first 26 miles of his challenge to run 52 
marathons this year. 

Karl Hinett from Tipton has returned from 
Zurich after joining 600 other competitors on 
New Year’s Day. He finished in just over four- 
and-a-half hours and then turned his atten¬ 
tions to Florida. 

The 24-year-old of Hall Lane suffered 37 per cent 
burns to his hands, legs, arms and face. 

He had to learn to walk again and had multiple 
operations and skin grafts after the attack in Sep¬ 
tember 2005. 

He plans to run 1,363 miles in 2011 in aid of the 
burns unit at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birm¬ 
ingham and will fund the challenge using his Army 
pension. He has said the challenge is nothing com¬ 
pared to the life-saving treatment he received for his 
injuries. 

Factory 

Karl said: “I suppose it is a bit of a big challenge, 
but it I need it to be big because I want to show how 
much I appreciate the work of the hospital. 

“I am looking forward to all the places I am going 
to and I am looking forward to seeing how my body 
copes with it all.” 

Karl, the eldest of six children, left school at 16 
and after a brief spell working in a glass factory 
joined the Staffordshire Regiment. 

He had been in Iraq for five months when he was 
injured. His regiment was part of a rescue operation 
to free two British soldiers captured in Basra. 

To sponsor Karl, visit www.justgiving.com/karl- 
hinett 



Karl Hinett is running 52 marathons 
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Dudley Castle provided Robert Aston with the backdrop for his novel Jack O’Beans, which is set in the 13th century when the castle was a hive of activity 

Hands-on history lesson 
helped author with novel 



It was joining battle re-enactments by the Friends of Dudley Castle, like 
this one with Roger Richards, that helped Robert Aston’s research 


Robert Aston 
with his book 
Jack O’Beans, 
which he 
hopes will give 
people an 
insight into the 
medieval items 
and attractions 
dotted around 
the Black 
Country and 
get them 
looking into 
local history 



A N AUTHOR is hoping to 
capture the imagination of 
the Black Country with his 
novel that delves into the history 
of Dudley Castle. 

Robert Aston was inspired to write 
after attending a creative writing 
course at Dudley Library and has since 
published his first novel, Jack 
O’Beans. 

It is set during the 13th century in the 
medieval age when Dudley Castle was a 
hive of activity. It tells the tale of Jack, a 
young boy who constantly finds himself in 
some sort of trouble. 

The 72-year-old, of Oak Street, Coseley, 
describes Jack O’Beans as a logical version 
of Jack and the Bean Stalk and believes it 
should appeal locally as the book is based 
on real historical events which took place 
across the Black Country. 

Robert was born in Oxford but returned 


A creative writing course made Robert Aston realise he had a story. Now 
he has published his first book and tells CHRIS FEEHAN about it 


to his Black Country roots when he moved 
to Dudley to live with his grandmother in 
1948. 

The author says: “A Dudley based 
company John Thompsons, sent me to 
night school once a week and I decided I 
wanted to become the student of the year 
because I’d heard it meant I’d study at 
Cambridge University.” 

He won the award and spent a term 
there. “The experience changed me, I went 
from dunce to student and I decided I 
wanted to become an academic,” he says. 

Robert went to Birmingham University, 
where he obtained a degree, and continued 
to work there are as a staff member until 
retirement. He then took up writing and 
attended the creative writing course. 

He says: “It was a real eye opener I found 
myself on the course along with 12 women, 
it was there I realised everybody has a story 


and every story deserved to be told.” 

Mr Aston sent a few episodes detailing 
Jack’s adventures to the Black Country 
Bugle. The tales became a frequent feature 
and he decided to turn them into a book. 

Robert began researching Middle English 
and participated in battle re-enactments 
held by the Friends of Dudley Castle on the 
castle grounds. 

He says: “Joining the Friends of Dudley 
Castle has made writing the book a lot more 
hands on, you can really get a feel for the 
castle and it is amazing how much the other 
members know about the castle’s history. 

“There are so many medieval items and 
attractions dotted around the area and I 
hope my book will give people an insight 
into them and hopefully get them looking 
into our local history.” 

The book is available to buy from online 
book stores and some local book shops. 


star'A extra travel 


KINGS OF LEON 

IN CONCERT AT THE RICOH ARENA, COVENTRY 

DAY EXCURSION, 30 MAY 2011, FROM £82.50pp 


Kings of Leon have announced details of a series of huge headline outdoor shows next Summer 
including an eagerly anticipated gig in Coventry. 

Their highly acclaimed fifth album ‘Come Around Sundown’ became their third consecutive 
album to debut at number 1 when it topped the UK album charts on release, claiming both the 
biggest week one sales of the year and the biggest ever first week digital sales along the way. 

Like last year’s Hyde Park show, their forth-coming December 2010 arena shows sold out in 
seconds and the Kings of Leon’s Summer 2011 concerts are set to be one of the highlights of 
next year’s live calendar. 
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Michael Howard 


TVibutes paid to 
chip shops boss 


Loved ones are remembered 



RELATIVES will be able 
to pay their respects to 
loved ones at a resched¬ 
uled service in Oldswin- 
ford which was originally 
cancelled due to bad 
weather. 

Organisers of the Mary 
Stevens Hospice Tree of 
Light service had to 
hastily postpone the 
event on December 5 due 
to freezing conditions. 

But a rearranged 
service will take place at 
St Mary’s Parish Church, 
in Church Road, 
Oldswinford, Stour¬ 
bridge, on Saturday, 
January 15 at 4.30pm. 

The tree in the grounds 
of the hospice, in Hagley 
Road, Stourbridge, was 
stripped of its lights on 
Twelfth Night, January 
5. But staff at the hospice 
said they still wanted to 
hold a commemorative 


Poems 

Pupils from Peters Hill 
Primary School choir and 
singer Esther Turner will 
turn out together with 
the West Midlands Police 
Pipe Band. 

Poems written by 
patients and families will 
also be read out. 

A candle will be lit for a 
moment of reflection in 
the service. 

Mary Stevens head of 
fundraising Janet Jones, 
said: “It is hoped that 
members of the community 
will join us on January 15 to 
remember their loved ones 
during this special and 
poignant service. 


With the Tree of Lights are Mary Stevens Hospice head of 
fundraising Janet Jones, left, and Senior Sister Marie Faux 


“We realise that many 
people were disappointed at 
the original service having 
to be postponed. 

“But the ground condi¬ 
tions of thick snow and ice 
made the whole area 


around the tree very dan¬ 
gerous underfoot,” she 
added. 

This year’s service has 
been sponsored by Dudley 
Building Society and Wall 
James Chappell Solicitors. 


AN AWARD-WINNING chip shop 
owner who worked over four 
decades in Halesowen has died, 
aged 70. 

Grandfather Michael Howard has 
owned several chip shops including 
Our Plaice in Dudley Road. 

Mr Howard, a keen golfer and loyal 
Wolves supporter, died on January 2 at 
home in Haden Hill, Old Hill. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife of 49 years, Maureen, 
children Paul, 48, Rebecca, 37, and 45- 
year-old Gregg, and nine grandchildren. 

Mr Howard was born in Bristol but 
moved to the Black Country to work in his 
family’s electrical retail business. 

Heart 

His son, Paul, who now runs the Dudley 
Road shop, paid tribute to his “happy go 
lucky” father: “My dad was small in 
stature but big in heart and loved serving 
his loyal customers, many of whom had 
followed him right from when he started.” 

His father opened his first chip shop, in 
Two Gates, Colley Gate, in 1968, after the 
family’s electrical stores were sold. 

He would often be at Birmingham fish 
market for 5am buying that day’s catch. 

A second shop in Beecher Road was 
opened. Mr Howard bought a former car 
dealership in Dudley Road 22 years ago, 
developing the offices and kitchen into 
Our Plaice. Accolades include the Golden 
Chip Award 1997 and National Fish and 
Chip Shop of the Year finalist in 2007. Mr 
Howard’s funeral is at Rowley Regis Cre¬ 
matorium on January 17 at 10.45am. 


Fewer students get 
an Oxbridge offer 

FEWER students across the Black 
Country are being offered a place at 
Oxford and Cambridge University. A total 
of 45 were offered a spot at Britain’s two 
oldest universities for the September 
2009 term - down from 53 in 2006. 

In Dudley, 11 were offered a spot at 
Oxford, down from 12. But nine received 
offers at Cambridge, up from just three in 
2006. No pupils from Sandwell had an 
offer from the universities in 2006 or 2009. 
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Couple stay 
warm on 
the straight 
and narrow 
near work 


Caretaker Joy Spencer on her narrowboat 


CARETAKERS at The Bonded Warehouse 
in Stourbridge don’t have a long journey to 
work — they live in a narrowboat moored on 
the canal. 

Hundreds of boats tie up there during 
the year and five of those are permanent 
fixtures with families living on board, 
among them the former storage ware¬ 
house’s caretakers James and Joy Spencer. 

Life on the water can get pretty nippy 
during the winter months. But they have 
managed to keep themselves warm. 

“It’s surprisingly warm inside the boat — 


it’s probably actually warmer than most 
houses,” said grandmother-of-two Joy, 
aged 60. “We have a log fire and central 
heating, all the mod-cons. Sometimes we 
even have to open the doors to cool off. 

“The recent snow caused a bit of nui¬ 
sance. We’ve had to put rock salt on the tow 
paths to stop them icing over which is a 
nuisance as it scratches the floor of the 
boat, but needs must. 

“The main problem we’ve had to over¬ 
come this year is that the water taps at the 
canalside - which provides drinking water 


to the boats - froze over. We had to feed 
hosepipes from the Bonded Warehouse 
down so we had some water. That has 
never happened before.” 

She and James have been living and 
working at the Bonded Warehouse, in 
Canal Street, for seven years. 

Joy said they went for the caretaking 
role after becoming tired of the rat race, as 
James - a painter and decorating contrac¬ 
tor - was frequently working seven days a 
week. The couple rent out their former 
home in Rednal, Birmingham. 


Plans are drawn up 
to move the archive 


A FEASIBILITY study is 
being carried out into plans to 
transfer Dudley and 
Sandwell’s archives to a 
£7million base at the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

The study is looking into devel¬ 
oping plans for the buildings at 
the museum site in Tipton Road. 

It will include possible layouts 
and staff and visitor facilities. 

An artist’s impression will then 
be drawn up and the proposals 


will be submitted to Dudley 
Council’s development control 
committee. 

Council bosses have said they 
hope the new centre, which would 
house old photographs and docu¬ 
ments, could be built within two 
years. A report on Dudley 
Council’s website at the time 
revealed that bosses wanted the 
archive centre up and running in 
2012. 

Dudley Council spokeswoman 
Vicky Marshall said: “We are still 


carrying out the feasibility study 
to assess the proposals of relocat¬ 
ing the archive service to the 
Black Country Living Museum.” 

Under provisional plans a 221- 
space temporary car park would 
be installed on the former 
Freightliner site in Tipton Road. 

Plans to move the archive 
service have sparked opposition 
from campaigners who said it was 
a “waste of money” and the service 
should stay at the old Mount 
Pleasant School, Coseley. 


Threat to 
police 

A MAN on a drunken 
night out who threat¬ 
ened police has been 
given a conditional dis¬ 
charge. Lee Young, aged 
19, of Islington, Hale¬ 
sowen, admitted using 
threatening words or 
behaviour. He was also 
ordered to pay £85 costs 
at Dudley Magistrates 
Court on December 31. 

Young, a freight 
handler, had been cele¬ 
brating his 19th birth¬ 
day in Stourbridge and 
threatened to knock offi¬ 
cers’ heads off. 

Mr Gerry Vahey, 
defending, said Young 
apologised. 


Primary 
school 
to go up 
for sale 

A 100-YEAR-OLD 
former Halesowen school 
which closed four years 
ago is being put up for 
sale. 

Holt Farm Primary 
School shut in summer 
2006, with Dudley educa¬ 
tion bosses blaming 
falling numbers. 

The building was used 
by Olive Hill Primary in 
the 2006-07 educational 
year during construction 
work on its own site. 

But it has not been put 
to use since then. 

A consultation period 
was set up by council 
chiefs from July until 
November. 

Howver, there was only 
one expression of interest 
in the site during that 
time. 

Future 

Dudley Council 

spokesman Phil Parker 
said the site would go on 
to the market. 

Only one representa¬ 
tion to the council was 
made during the consul¬ 
tation period which was 
an inquiry about the 
future use of the land. 

Council chiefs say it 
has taken them until now 
to decide on the future of 
the site as disposing of 
school playing fields is a 
legal process. 

Consequently any pro¬ 
posals must go to the Sec¬ 
retary of State. 

The school closed 
despite a high-profile 
campaign when parents 
demonstrated outside 
the education depart¬ 
ment’s offices in Dudley 
in a bid to save it from the 
axe. 

When it closed its 
doors in July 2006 there 
were emotional scenes as 
pupils said goodbye for 
the final time. 



Burglar left his 
phone at house 


Warren fries to the rescue 


Warren Rudge, of Ivans Fish & Chips in Cradley Heath, with 
Lee Featonby is encouraging people to donate old clothes 


A BUNGLING burglar 
who left his mobile phone 
full of pictures of himself at 
a house he had raided has 
been jailed for 19 months. 

Thomas Winkett, aged 23, 
of Mullett Street, Pensnett, 
was identified by the photo¬ 
graphs. 

He also left a calling card at a 
second house he burgled - a blood 
stain which enabled officers to 
trace him through DNA testing. 

Crack cocaine addict Winkett 
carried out seven raids in Brierley 
Hill. Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard he needed money to 
fund his “intense” drug habit. 

Computer 

Mr Howard Searle, prosecut¬ 
ing, said Winkett broke into a 
house in Orchard Street and took 
a computer, two mobile phones 
and £75. 

He was disturbed by the 
owner’s young daughter, who 
screamed, and Winkett escaped. 

But he left a mobile containing 
photographs of himself and was 
picked up by police, Mr Searle told 
the court on January 5. 

Winkett also raided a house in 
Brierley Hill only to leave a drop 
of blood on the kitchen floor. 

Winkett admitted the two bur¬ 
glaries and asked for five similar 
offences to be considered. 

Mr Ekwall Tiwana, defending, 
said Winkett had started using 
cannabis after losing his job and 
the break-up of his relationship. 

But the father-of-one then 
moved onto crack cocaine which 
had “devastated” his life. 

Judge Jonathan Gosling told 
Winkett it was to his credit he had 
admitted all his crimes. 


Winter garden talk 

AN ILLUSTRATED talk on The 
Winter Garden will be held at a 
nursery near Kingswinford later 
this month. The lecture at 
Ashwood Nurseries on January 
29 costs £6. Call 01384 401996. 


A BLACK COUNTRY chip shop is 
offering free food to encourage 
people to donate their old clothes 
for a good cause. 

Lee Featonby, aged 32, from 
Ave Maria Close, Cradley Heath, 
persuaded Ivans Fish & Chips 
owner Warren Rudge to give a 
free bag of chips to anyone who 
hands in a black bin liner of cloth¬ 
ing tomorrow (January 14). The 
shop is in Reddal Hill Road. 
Clothing is collected by Loaves ‘N’ 


Fishes, a Christian project sup¬ 
porting people in the Midlands. 

“I told Warren my idea and he 
was all for it,” said Mr Featonby. 

“Originally the plan was for me 
to buy the chips for everyone at a 
discounted price but then the chip 
shop offered to do it free.” 

Among those supported by 
Loaves ‘N’ Fishes, based in Water¬ 
fall Lane, are people who have 
been in house fires or victims of 
domestic violence. 
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WORCESTER 


Bosch Gro 


III 


GAS PRICES ON THE UP!!! 
INTEREST RATES AT 
ALL TIME LOW!!! 
THERE COULDN’T BE A 
BETTER TIME TO UPGRADE 
YOUR BOILER AND SAVE 
UP TO (50%) OFF 
YOUR GAS BILL!!! 




Worcs 

Bosch 

Combi 


o*k xJb/eci to su/vey 



INCLUDES: 

QU Boi»r R«mov«d 
Tanb «tc raniovtcJ 
Horizontal Flu* 
livbuiH Tn«r 
SyetBin Flush 
Inhibitor (Id protect 
•giimt corrosion) 
Commbsaoninu 


5 Years (FREE) 

Pa rts/Labour 
Guarantee 
This is worth £1000+ 
vvith a certain 
National Gas 
Company - 
"You know whoF 

WE ARE THE AREA'S 
APPROVED IMSIAI1ER FOB 


RCESTER 

Botch Gratf 


We can supply 
and fit any 
make of i 
Boiler, 

starting from 
£899 fitted 




7 Rads and 
Combi 
Boiler from 


£1699 


+ VAT 



JANUARY SPECIAL OFFER 


Thermostatic Radiator Valves 
(Maximum 6), or Remote Control Room 
Thermostat on all Installations 

Only valid at feie of quotation. 
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(Ol 384)293044 
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PLASTICS 

THE ULTIMATE W 8UU0ING PLASTICS 

Dam pay more, mnt venture any 
further, come straight to Total Plastics! 

★ TRADE PRICES * 

(Piiilic enquiries welcome) 


ai 


We will 
beat 


any genuine 
window or 
door quotation 


Windows now in stock 

Plastics, fascia boards, guttering, eve protectors, 
cladding and dry verge, plumbing and drainage 

AMAZING PRICES , WECANALSO SUPPLY &FTT 

WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 
POLY CARB SHEETS 


"We will beat any 
genuine quote f 

Fax: 01384 486 525 


iffiM t, A# W*tf*w* r fate Pool A**o*3, tMsrhf HUt r OYSlOA 

Tel: 01384 573 903 






WINTER SPECIAL 

Conservatory 

3mtr x 3mtr 
External Edwardian 

^"^£2299 

+ VAT 

Supply 

_ Only 

Underground Drainage 

Soil and Waste 


3 




Composite Doors 
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From £490+VAT Fitted 

DCS I CM VOUR V*RV OWN C on POSIT* DOOR OT4UMI A* 

www.totalplastlcssupplles.com 





































All of a Twitter over Tim’s album 
- page 28 


Bluntly speaking, No Tears heralds 
a fresh start for the birthday boy 


JAMES Blunt has put introspec¬ 
tion on the back burner and sees 
his third album, Some Kind of 
Trouble, as an upbeat fresh new 
start. 

He will have extra reason to celebrate 
at his concert in Wolverhampton on 
February 22, it's his 37th birthday. 

The singer-songwriter and Sandhurst 
graduate found superstardom thanks to 
his hugely successful songs You're 
Beautiful and Goodbye My Lover from 
his 2004 debut album Back to Bedlam, 
which went on to become one of the 


biggest selling albums of the decade in 
the UK. 

His second album, 2007's All The Lost 
Souls, topped the charts in 10 countries 
and sold five million copies, yielding the 
hits 1973 and Carry You Home. 

The latest album, released late last 
year is described by the former Life 
Guards officer from Wiltshire as “spon¬ 
taneous”. He said of the recording in 
London: “Previously I would write a 
song and we'd go and record it later. 

This time it was very much ‘come in with 
nothing’. There was a sense of energy 
and excitement.” 


That doesn't mean the album is 
scared to tackle heavy topics. The 
album's anchor is No Tears, a “summing 
up of life”. 

He added: "There are certain songs 
along the way that are milestones. 
Goodbye My Lover was that song on 
the first album, Same Mistake was from 
the second. No Tears is my milestone on 
this album.” 

The latest single from the album, So 
Far Gone, was released earlier this 
month and James Blunt will be in 
concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on 
Tuesday, February 22. 


Birthday concert date for Blunt at the Civic 
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Right, petal! 
Kiki Kaboom 
is your 
compere for 
An Evening 
of Burlesque 
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YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


All tease and 
no sleaze . . . 


READERS, it’s 
time to snap on 
your suspenders 
and smooth down 
your stockings. 
Burlesque is 
primed and ready 
to, ah, take off. 

With Hollywood 
smash Burlesque, 
starring Christine 
Aguilera and Cher, 
wowing audiences 
An Evening of Bur¬ 
lesque sets out on a 
nationwide tour 
including dates 
Worcester and Stour¬ 
bridge. 

The show brings the 
stars of the West End of 
London’s thriving bur¬ 
lesque scene to the local 
stage in a show described 
as “tantalising yet tasteful, 
camp and colourful”. 

Show promoter Michael 
Taylor promises “all tease 


at 


and no sleaze in a produc¬ 
tion that marries elegant 
showgirls, superb vocals, 
couture costumes, 

breathtaking choreogra¬ 
phy and a fabulous score 
with comedy and magic”. 

With corsets, killer 
heels, stockings and cos¬ 
tumes recalling a golden 
age of glamour, the pro¬ 
duction’s audiences 

remain predominantly 


female. “An Evening of 
Burlesque brings variety 
back to the theatre,” says 
Taylor. 

Among the stars are 
compere Kiki Kaboom, a 
burlesque performer and 
singer who revels in audi¬ 
ence participation; Amber 
Topaz- ’’incredibly beau¬ 
tiful and likeable, boy can 
the girl belt out a tune” - 
and fan dancer and 


concert pianist (pre¬ 
sumably not at the 
same time) Chrys 
Columbine. 

Also featured are 
Hotcake Kitty, Slinky 
Sparkles and Mari¬ 
anne - “bringing 40s 
Hollywood glamour 
to the stage, before 
removing it with ease 
and sophistication”. 

Riff the (deadpan) 
Magic Dragon and 
Kalki Hula Girl (see 
YouTube) bring bur¬ 
lesque’s variety to the 
boards. 

An Evening of Bur¬ 
lesque plays at Malvern 
Theatres, Malvern on April 
16; Swan Theatre, 
Worcester on October 7 
and 8 and Stourbridge 
Town Hall on November 
19. For more details go to 
www.easytheatres.com 
or log on to the relevant 
theatre’s website. 
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AND MANY MORE! 


LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS 


PKIMf 

MornviR departure to ieanhra.v aid 
cur Hotel 
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Bayi-TheStray vtFiouMc Stall 
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Our ciirtidi v.tl fir? wiinni; ttttui ttm 
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SUNDAY 
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Smoke Fairies cast 
a spell of their own 

THE HAUNTING sound of the Smoke Fairies will be 
heard at Birmingham’s Glee Club next Wednesday (19). 

Best friends Katherine Blamire and Jessica Davies grew 
up in the quiet Sussex cathedral city of Chichester where 
they first started playing music as 13-year-olds, after 
finding guitars stashed away in cupboards at their respec¬ 
tive family homes and discovering Jessica’s mum’s collec¬ 
tion of 1970s vinyl. 

The result was that whilst their friends were listening to 
Britpop, Katherine and Jessica were listening to Crosby, 
Stills, Nash and Young. Studies took them to America, 
where New Orleans cast a musical spell over the pair. Then 
came their first visit to Sidmouth Folk Festival, where they 
discovered British folk music in all its variety. 

The duo’s distinctive blend of blues and folk has cast a 
spell of its own over many who have heard them, including 
celebrity fans Jack White (of The White Stripes) and 
Richard Hawley, who have both championed and recorded 
with the Smoke Fairies. 

Their debut album Through Low Light And Trees is out 
now and the pair play the Glee, in the Arcadian Centre, on 
Wednesday. Tickets cost £7 in advance. Call 0871 472 
0400 or visit www.glee.co.uk 




the 


The Smoke Fairies are best friends and grew up together 



TLt! 


The Three Phantoms (from left) Mathew 
Cammelle, John Owen-Jones and Earl 
Carpenter (also pictured as The Phantom) 

(Main picture by Rita Michelberger © Ginger Boy Pro¬ 
ductions Limited 2010; inset picture by Clive Barda) 

Phantoms join forces 

THREE West End regulars who have each played the 
Phantom of the Opera will be getting together at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome for a one-off concert of ‘Phantastic’ 
music which will include songs from other well-known 
shows. 

The Three Phantoms on February 20, stars John Owen- 
Jones, Earl Carpenter and Matthew Cammelle. Owen- 
Jones and Carpenter are returning to the Hippodrome 
after playing the roles of Jean Valjean and Javert in Les 
Miserables at the Birmingham theatre last year, as part of 
the blockbuster show’s 25th anniversary tour. Cammelle 
currently stars in the international tour of Mamma Mia. 

They will be joined by the Concert Philharmonic 
Orchestra, dancers and special guest Rebecca Caine, 
who played Christine opposite Michael Crawford’s origi¬ 
nal Phantom. Fortickets (£29.50-£35) call 0844 338 5000. 


Final curtain as 
Rep on the move 


THE FINAL curtain has descended 
upon Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
for the next two years, with the iconic 
building in Centenary Square being 
absorbed into the massive new city 
library project on which work will con¬ 
tinue into 2012. 

But the Rep is far from dead, instead 
the company is embarking upon its 
first ever off-site programme, moving 
from venue to venue across the city. 

Revival 

Venues to host Rep productions will 
include The Crescent, in Sheepcote 
Street; the New Alexandra Theatre; 
The ICC on Broad Street; The Old Rep 
on Station Street; and the Mac at 
Cannon Hill Park; among others. 

Highlights will include The Wiz (June 
10-18), a revival of Broadway’s soulful 
take on The Wizard of Oz; Oscar 
Wilde’s The Importance of Being 
Earnest (Sep 9-Oct 22); Tom Stop¬ 


pard’s Travesties (Sep 17-Oct 22); and 
next festive season’s shows, Sleeping 
Beauty, a fresh non-panto look at the 
classic fairy tale, and Ramond Briggs’ 
The Snowman. 

The Rep’s first off-site production is 
Kenny Baraka’s musical post-apoca¬ 
lyptic tale The Rememberers. It will be 
held in a warehouse at the AE Harris 
Building in Birmingham’s Jewellery 
Quarter from February 4-19. Contact 
the box office on 0121 236 4455. 

Meanwhile, two of the big shows of 
the festive season carry on with 
Christopher Biggins and Paul Zerdin in 
Aladdin at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
and Joan Collins with Julian Clary in 
Dick Whittington at Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome. Both are on until January 30. 

Over in Stratford,Tim Minchin and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
new musical version of Roald Dalh’s 
Matilda runs until the end of this 
month. But few tickets are left. 


Chance to relive 
all those special 
Disney memories 

IN an original story, Disney On Ice presents a 
Disneyland Adventure inviting audiences to re-live 
their fondest Disneyland memories, as they join 
favourite characters and classic villains on a 
colourful and exciting vacation to the theme park. 

It runs at Birmingham’s LG Arena on February 
23-27 and features an array of favourite Disney 
characters, including Mickey Mouse, Minnie 
Mouse, Donald, Goofy, Pluto, Baloo, Disney 
Princesses Snow White and Cinderella, Stitch, 
Disney/Pixar’sThelncredibles and Buzz Lightyear. 

In this spectacular production, the “Fabs” — 
Mickey, Minnie, Donald, Daisy, Goofy and Pluto - 
decide to take a vacation of their own and enjoy 
Disney’s most popular theme park attractions. 

Donald and Goofy attempt to join in the fun, 
resulting in a series of comical mishaps. But it’s no 
laughing matter when the evil fairy Maleficent 
shows up to spoil the fun, and Mickey must enlist 
The Incredibles to help save the day! 

Tickets are available now through www.thetick- 
etfactory.com and priced at £13 to £35 plus 
booking and transaction fees. Call the ticket 
hotline now on 0844 338 8000. 

• Look out in the Chronicles (Jan 27) as we will 
we running a competition to win family tickets. 



RAPPER Eminem, 
Rihanna and Arctic 
Monkeys are rumoured 
to be among the line¬ 
up for this year’s V 
Festival. The top acts 
have been linked to the 
festival at Stafford¬ 
shire’s Weston Park 
and at Chelmsford on 
August 21 and 22. 


BRITISH film The King’s 
Speech (12A) is proving a 
huge success at cinemas. 
Starring Colin Firth as King 
George VI and Helena 
Bonham Carter as the Queen 
Mother, it tells of our Queen’s 
father’s battle to overcome 
his stammer when the abdi¬ 
cation of his brother meant 
his ascension to the throne. 



BROWIWILLS 
OUTDOOR MARKET 
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iniiniuu.1 siliiroiiiotloiis. com 
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Fin* Platinum £28.00/gram 
Thermo Coupling Wive wanted 
mm Cruci 


37 p/gram 

42p/gram (minimum) foreharm 
bracelets and Alberts chains 
4 iy:ilw artielic hollmsrked are priced p#r piece 

IVMHilH 

All Rolex Watches Wanted 
All Omega Watches Wanted 
All Pocket Watches Wanted 


Erdbigton 


Platinum Crucibles token 

—7,.. ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO... 


FOR flf'TV 

INFORMATION TO 
DO WITH GOLD. 
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FOR FREE ADVICE. 
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ALWAYS / \ 
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CASH IN 

WITH CLASSIFIEDS 

With thousands of possible local buyers and sellers everyday and 
free private advertising of anything* up to the value £1000... 

A Classified advert has to be the best way to turn your unwanted 
items into cash and also the best way to bag a bargain. 


*Terms and conditions apply 



classified 

There’s nothing like it for buying and selling. 


01902317878 

Express & Star | The Chronicle | www.expressandstar.com 
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"Nothing 
to look 
forward to 
In 2011?" 
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LEARN TO DANCE Ballroom and Latin/Salsa 1 


ST. KENELM’S 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL BROMSGROVE ROAD. ROMS LEY, 

HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B62 0LF 
(On the left just above the Sun Public House) 

SUE AND GEORGE WEAVER ARE PROUD TO PRESENT 
NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES EVERY TUESDAY 

Beginners Ballroom and Latin/Salsa 7.00 pm 
• Improvers Ballroom and Latin 7.45 pm • Improvers Salsa 8 30 pm 

Singles welcome Fun easy to follow instructions 

No booking/joining fee 

For firther details please visit oir website www.danoe-x-treme.co.uk 

or call Sue or George on 07971 579626 
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the Diise 



How Tim went all of a Twitter 
to find singers to back album 



Four singers who recorded for Tim Prottey-Jones, from left: Rachel Tucker, Samantha Barks, Jessie Buckley and Colleen Ballinger 


Former music student 
Tim Prottey-Jones tells 
LEON BURAKOWSKI 

how rising singing stars 
helped him realise his 
songwriting dream 


A SONGWRITER from Birmingham has 
won the support of some of the West End 
and Broadway’s rising stars on a new 
album which showcases his songs. 

Former Wolverhampton University music 
student Tim Prottey-Jones, who lives in Edg- 
baston, has an amazing array of vocal talent 
on his debut release, More With Every Line. 

The line-up of guest singers on his album is 
akin to an Andrew Lloyd Webber spectacular, 
and features three young singers who first 
found fame on Lloyd Webber’s TV search for a 
Nancy for Oliver!, I’d Do Anything. 

That includes current star of Wicked in the 
West End, Northern Irish singing sensation 
Rachel Tucker; Eponine in the current London 
cast of Les Miserables and recent Royal 
Variety star Samantha Barks; and I’d Do Any¬ 
thing runner-up Jessie Buckley, an Irish 21- 
year-old who is gaining a reputation as an 
exceptional jazz singer while also studying at 
RADA. 

“Their support has blown me away,” said 
Tim, who is originally from Droitwich Spa. “I 
got in touch with them via Twitter or Facebook 
and then I sent them demos of my songs. I 
didn’t dare dream I would get such a positive 
response.” 

Tim plays all the instruments on the album 
but collected the vocals over six months, jug¬ 
gling his aspiring showbiz career with his day 
job at community music charity Sound It Out. 

Former Hear’Say and West End Grease star 
Noel Sullivan was first on board and then 
Barks, before she won her current role in Les 
Mis, and the last to contribute was Tucker, 
taking time out in September from her busy 


schedule in the green make-up as Elphaba. 

“I would travel down to London with my own 
recording gear and set up in my friend’s apart¬ 
ment in Islington and they would come to the 
apartment to record their vocal,” says 30-year- 
old Tim. 

“I think it may have seemed a little strange 
to them but they liked the friendly atmosphere 
and they liked the songs. The vocals are 
amazing.” 

The Americans recorded their vocals at a 
studio in New York between Broadway per¬ 
formances. The others singers taking part are: 
Louise Dearman, currently playing Glinda in 
Wicked in London; Daniel Boys, who featured 
in TV Joseph search Any Dream Will Do; 
Tittuss Burgess, an American tenor who 
starred in Disney’s The Little Mermaid on 
Broadway; Victoria Hamilton-Barritt, currently 
playing the lead as Alex in the West End pro¬ 


duction of Flashdance The Musical; Broadway 
leading men Aaron Lazar and Drew Sarich; 
and former S Club 7 singer Jon Lee with his 
Tomorrow Morning co-star Julie Atherton. 

One of the most surprising recruits to the 
album is Colleen Ballinger, better known by the 
name of the internet phenomena she created 
on YouTube, Miranda Sings, in which a hope¬ 
less wanna-be murders famous songs. To sing 
that bad you have to be able to sing good too. 

The singers showed their support in another 
way, performing for no fee or next-to-nothing, 
a humbling display of support that has fuelled 
Tim’s desire to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. 

He comes from more of a rock background, 
since living in Walsall while studying at the uni¬ 
versity campus, he has drummed in various 
rock bands. But he was drawn to musicals via 
his love of Lloyd Webber’s music for rock 


opera Jesus Christ Superstar, a devotion 
which saw him joining West Bromwich Oper¬ 
atic Society to play the role of Jesus at the 
Grand Theatre and the Alexandra Theatre last 
year 

The collection of songs on More With Every 
Line are drawn from two musicals that he has 
written, Once Bitten and AfterTheTurn, and he 
has already started planning a second album 
of his songs with guest singers. He has a ‘wish 
list’ of vocalists he hopes to get involved in the 
latest project, topped by Les Mis star John 
Owen Jones. 

Now it’s just a matter of waiting to see if 
Tim’s songs reach enough of the right ears to 
make his showbiz dream come true. 

More With Every Line is available to down¬ 
load from iTunes, or the CD can be ordered 
from Amazon or London musical theatre store 
Dress Circle. 



In partnership with Express & Star www.expressandstar.com/motors 
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Library to 
open up 
by end of 
the month 


BLACKHEATH’S £1.9 million library will 
open its doors by the end of this month. 

The new building, on High Street will provide 
library facilities as well as offices for Black Country 
Housing Group. Construction work on the library, 
which will be set over two floors, started in February 
last year and is a joint project between Sandwell 
Council and the housing group, 

Ss 


Addict 
jailed 
for theft 


A THIEF and mother of 
10 who stole goods worth 
£346 from Boots has been 
sent to jail for 16 weeks. 

Janet Rollinson, aged 
47, of Pleasant View, 
Lower Gornal, pleaded 
guilty to shoplifting 
when she appeared at 
Warley Magistrates 
Court on December 31. 

Rollinson is a heroin 
and crack cocaine addict 
of 12 years. 

But she had recently 
begun a methadone 
script to get off the drugs, 
the court was told. 

Mr Kulbir Paul, prose¬ 
cuting, told the court she 
had left custody on 
November 3 after a 20- 
week sentence for a 
similar offence. 

Presents 

Mr David Wilkins, 
defending, said: “She has 
one of the longest crimi¬ 
nal records I’ve ever 
seen. 

“She has 10 children in 
care. 

“This offence was to 
raise some money to buy 
them presents.” 

Passing sentence, 
magistrate Mrs Jane 
Rashid said: “This 
offence is so serious only 
custody can be justified.” 


iandwell libraries 
have seen major invest¬ 
ment in recent years. 
Oldbury has had a £6m 
new library which will 
open in the New Year and 
the new Great Bridge 
Library re-opened in 
July, following an eight 
month £750,000 refur¬ 
bishment. 

Despite the recent 
investment the council is 
now reviewing the 
service in a bid to save 
£lm from its annual 
budget. 

Historic 

Plans to be considered 
include closing or reduc¬ 
ing opening hours at 
underused sites. 

Meanwhile, opening 
hours at museums in 
part of Sandwell will be 
cut as part of a cost¬ 
saving programme. 

A review of historic 
buildings such 
Wednesbury Museum 
and Art Gallery and West 
Bromwich’s Oak House is 
being carried out. 

New recommendations 
will be put to Sandwell 
Council in February. 

Apian presented to the 
council’s cabinet says 
that changes are neces¬ 
sary to reflect the cash 
available to provide serv¬ 
ices. 

This is despite plans to 
invest heavily 
improvements to the 
buildings themselves. It 
is not yet clear what the 
impact will be on jobs. 

The report will also 
prioritise events by 
looking at those with the 
most number of visitors. 


Blind Dave set for 
latest challenge 



‘Blind’ Dave Heeley, from West Bromwich, gets 
set for 10 marathons in 10 days 


RUNNER ‘Blind’ Dave 
Heeley has not let 
Christmas interrupt 
training ahead of his 
next marathon mission. 

His latest challenge, 
Blind Dave’s Top to Toe 
Epic Fundraiser, will see 
the 52-year-old run and 
cycle from John O’Groats 
to Land’s End in 10 days 
in a bid to raise £100,000 
for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

The runner, who 
famously ran seven 
marathons in seven con¬ 
tinents in seven days in 
2008, will run a 
marathon each morning, 
followed by an average 


74 miles on a tandem. He 
will leave John O’Groats 
on August 10. 

And though the father- 
of-three, of Oak Road, 
has indulged in the tra¬ 
ditional Christmas feast¬ 
ing, he has also boosted 
his training schedule in 
the evenings. 

Dave said: “At Christ¬ 
mas you tend to eat the 
stuff you don’t normally 
eat but I’ll be back on to 
my normal snacks now, 
mixed nuts, poppy seeds 
and sultanas.” 

For details, visit the 
website at www. blind- 
daveheeley.co.uk. 



David Riley, of Dudley Zoo, trains young barn owl Echo to fly to the scales 


Feather weight success for owl 


WHILE losing weight tops many a 
new year’s resolution, Dudley Zoo’s 
new barn owl is celebrating already 
reaching her target weight. 

Weighing 330 grams, 20-week-old 
Echo was far too heavy when she 
arrived last month and was put on 
strict rations of day-old chicks and 
mice to help drop to a healthy 295g. 

Curator Matt Lewis said it was 
essential for the bird to reach her ideal 


flying weight to take part in the fal¬ 
conry displays held in the courtyard of 
Dudley Castle. Staff must make sure 
she remains hungry enough to chase 
the treats offered . 

He said: “If she is too fat, she will 
just sit in a tree and do nothing. 
However, if she is too skinny she 
might become aggressive. 

“She has been trained to sit on the 
scales every day.” 


Pledge on drinking after 
6,000 turn up at hospital 


MORE than 6,000 patients 
were admitted to Dudley’s 
main hospital with alcohol- 
related injuries and condi¬ 
tions last year. 

New figures show the largest 
numbers of admissions were men 
aged 41 to 55 from the Beacon and 
Castle and Wollescote and Lye 
areas of the borough. 

The number of people treated at 
Russells Hall Hospital has fallen 
from 6,562 in 2008/09 to 6,105 in 
2009/10. 

NHS Dudley said the figures 
relate to alcohol consumption as 
well as drink-related illnesses 
such as cardiovascular disease 
and muscular and nervous 
system diseases. 

They also include slips, trips 
and falls. 


Health bosses in Dudley said 
they were committed to tackling 
the problem in the borough. 

Diane McNulty, public health 
manager at NHS Dudley said : 
“We know that alcohol misuse is 
one of the biggest health issues in 
the Dudley borough and we are 
committed to tackling the 
problem from a variety of angles. 

Deliver 

“We have a borough-wide 
alcohol strategy and by working 
in partnership with other NHS 
organisations, the local authority, 
police and the voluntary sector we 
are able to deliver a really wide 
range of projects to limit the 
damage of alcohol misuse to our 
local residents.” 

They have previously tried to 
reduce the number of admissions 


through promotional campaigns 
to try and change people’s behav¬ 
iour towards alcohol. 

Nationally alcohol-related 
admissions to hospital have 
soared by more than 50 per cent in 
the last five years. 

There were 945,469 admissions 
to hospital for alcohol-related 
harm in England in 2008/09 up 
from 863,257 drink-related 
admissions in 2007-08. 

In October, NHS Dudley, along 
with the Dudley Group of Hospi¬ 
tals NHS Foundation Trust, took 
part in Alcohol Awareness Week 
where they gave out tips to help 
people monitor their alcohol con¬ 
sumption. In 2008/09, the trust 
spent more than £5 million on 
treating patients with alcohol- 
related illnesses. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Following the coldest December since records began and before possibly the 
coldest Winter on record, now is the time to take advantage of grants to insulate 
your home and keep your property warmer whilst still reducing your fuel bills! 

Scheme 1 

This scheme is aimed at ordinary working people who are outside the benefit 
system and is not a means tested grant. The price you pay is based on property 
type and represents a real saving of at least 60% on the cost of cavity wall in¬ 
sulation. Prices quoted below are what you actually pay. We do all the necessary 
paperwork and claim the excess amount from the utility companies direct 
leaving you with a warm house at a fraction the normal cost 


Property type 

Cavity wall insulation 

Loft insulation 

Flat/Mid terraced house 

£119 

£199 

Semi house/bungalow 

£139 

£199 

Detached house/bungalow 

£189 

£199 


Scheme 2 Benefit Holders 

If you or your partner are in receipt of a qualifying benefit* then you will receive 
loft or cavity wall insulation totally free of charge 

^Grants are also available for central heating, boiler replacement and 
draughtproofing* 

Applicable benefits include - Income support, Pension Credit, Council Tax 
Benefit, Working or Child Tax Credit (with income less than ££16,400), 
Attendance Allowance & Disability Living Allowance. 

Scheme 3 - Over 70’s 

If you or anyone permanently living in your house is over 70 years of age then 
you will receive cavity wall insulation totally free of charge. If your loft insulation 
is below 60mm in depth then this could also be topped up free as well. This is 
not means tested in any way shape or form!!! 

Limited availability on all grants - first come first served 
For a FREE survey or advice call our West Brom office now 

Central Installations Ltd 

0121 500 5110 
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Quality Kitchens Now Even More Affordable That’s 


m SENSE 
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MLL PflU/ISf TO SAT YOUR KIT CttHI QUOTE 

Reputable company until 3ist »by®ii by m 

Now doesn't that make Kitchen Sense? 
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WE ALSO OFFER FREE PLANNING AND DESIGN SERVICE 

I Qualified Fitting Service* German Kitchen Studio • Family Business • Low, Low Puces 
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Dudley Road, Stourbridge DY9 8DU 01384 671665 


Tuesday - Saturday 10.00am-4.30pm Sunday by Appointment 
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, x . MARY STEVENS 
k y HOSPICE SHOPS 

^OspvC^ 

Quality Clotting, Boohs, Firnilire and 
Knlch-Knachs u , gent]y recMred 

Please bring to: 

Stourbridge. 01384 918703 

Brierley Hill. 01384 70177 

Cradley Heath. 01384 566464 

Kingswinford. 01384 277257 

Halesowen. 0121 585 5935 

Warehouse. 01384 70209 

Wollaston. 01384 241436 

Wordsley. 01384 918793 

FREE FURNITURE COLLECTIONS 


v 


unmv. m cuystevenshospice. co. uk 
Thank you far your much needed support! 





farfMfhttettknkmm 
t&rhgjtttiiithnd earful nnlot 
nmmCMimSMMYMMlU 199901 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


* Double glazing repairs 

* Steamed up units 

* Brolcey door lock* 

* Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 


Ri-J.v.hJ.rJ.'rj. 1 i-^ ■+- 


i\ilwpti4«iv ivtialmvl 013S4 356351 


AACE MOTORS 

♦ MOT CENTRE* 

J9»vf* ail tyv #f 

IKIITi. DCLFM %0U>, ISIOB1KML ESTATE 
BRIEJILE. IIILL,D‘i’5 3l>, 


HOME AND GARDEN 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Est 1979 

• Building and Maintenance 

• Extensions • Stock Paving 

• Stabbing • Fencing 

• Garden Landscapes 

Small Jobs welcome 

FOR QUALITY, EXPERIENCE AND 
PROFESSIONALISM AT A PRICE YOU 
CAN AFFORD 

01304 347648 
01746 768719 
07974 688607 


'fi-Zw Fix' 

DOTBtE GLA2XMG ITOTJUiAlBOCC* A REPAIRS 
Toil 61)04 Bfoiyis 0776^97^D4I 

♦ CiOro*^ I»*er4 tif* 

BUvm 

♦ ltt\u TIWc 

» O-X ' i . vTi! «• ' 

♦ *:=* Jo-k-lr., 

0 




AtKOkferatt Q*** 8b»W rciitAl 

Kttf TCftAllVQMjTlC* 


M 


►IVJl 

JUMBLE SALE 



> NBARLY NBW 

at lamia tfi*moaat cnatoi Heat 

POH9K0 CHMt KltlWa 


IN pr»i, nun iNfaiaoo 

?j*4r< +nucGArrr% ?uus* mmzang *\r» sutVOiT 
v*vz zfitXL art mam 

M^UkUnirriKIM *n» FfllimtiHn m 

#L\LL0*A-4J OB 'JI1V 

Nr IHmi 88i«m4>ii tti Of of 9 m «Jm «* mk«m 1 
rlfchft Ilf 91384 3TC ‘ 




NOW ON 

at BLEWE INTERIORS 

from 15% Off 

!l' av.v id&ttgittt/i Ad-zj-v j-. : : Ifpwjv/a 

AIADDIlTS CAYE ^2\SwK»ster Stwt, Stoiufuinlgt? 

01384 393841 


Radiator Cabinets 


• I rrfi<**cA ir<5 ixailxiion 

llOOfttH 

* Cu Ll.ii i JVj i frtol ki v> u' r <cl so mil 
a KfiTviftry * CHh - Cliel (y 

* Pitt OoVlfcrf 

ku r IST-Ath \l yft u r I u m m r 
II rtc|i4rt«1 

• All Vl.*ltk» Wwv<*«< 
*FT>UHVc_*<*«inR service 


Tel* 01384 892018 

tlitfffoviK Hum lp& B*t lifit 

HONM»tftt 1 8fi4PNl lXnv4f« 
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GA5UIAY 




• Cooker 8 Supplied and Fitted 

• Ga$ Fires and Fire Sir rounds 

• Electric Fires and File Suits 

• Central Heating Systems Supplied 
and Fitted 

• Servicing • Spare Parts 

• Biass and Candleivaie 

• All at Competitive Prices 




3* ^(etc H 


20 Lowor High Strait, Stourbridge 

01384 372246 


^ Ofctod Resist* red 

1] TIgsr Lily C&y Nursery provides nursery 

eire and ©duration for chid ren aged between^ 
weel<s and 5 years in our newly renovated building. 
Open iii£ times 7.J0am-6 pm 
There are qualified staff and experienced staff that pledge to 
give your children die very best attention and eriicatfon. 

T here is ample par long to the front of die b Hiding for dropping cff 
Hid picking up. 

Our goal is 

•To pnovdc n ante 5ft rnuhting expen elite for chidnen 
• To maloe leer rl rig fuu 

•To nebpt the pliloocplTyof poative learning'thnoig’h poat\c pipy 
•Ta provide tedtliy nutritions mesibk 

No£50 Regvtratioii F^fbrcHkk^i**»1iiglnJom»yor February 

Set in rural couicryelda ori tlie c*jTEkj roof HaJet<x*erutk ai dad bcfttoi 
ttprt i s arcessbie for rcutes to Binnin^iain and Worcestershire 

"lb arrange h cou r or i f your neqj re f rthar i nformacon 
please caitairt lb an 01 21 550 2224 ar 
at*iil ib nt tigcriil^d^ixr aar^botirriL zniL 

25 Lrttey Lane. Ha^er/ Gr&Qa hte.laeo^ai. 

Wfeac Midbnds B63 I EH 
\\tbd te: \vdb mcLcaiiJtfge r| lydbyixirscr)' 



■ m 
■ • 


, . the ;i wvAV.drivewaycompany; co.uk 

W Email: info@drrvewaycompany.co.uk 

Company specialists ir. driveways and patios 



WHY THE DRIVEWAY COMPANY? 


No pressure sales. 

Our driveway construction exceeds 
industry standards. 

We don't Lake deposits, you only pay when g| 

you are happy with our work. TARMAC 50m* 



£2000 


We don't use subcontractors. 


DO's and DONTs 

DO - Get 3 dfHmrl qp x*oa 

DO - Obtain rsfennea* Or visit pots th® CaTtruror hss com p lete d 
DG - Aak for a v#rrt±efi spodfiorian 
DOP^T- Pay * depart 

DQhTT-Say Y« qn the <%. T*e the to w$W th: quote* 
DOfTT - Pay inti you are happy 



CLAY PAVE 50m* 

■rr.» 


Cdl Andy Eenneli on 01 3E^4 686163 sw/v/drivey/ayoomponyco uk 


E mail :i nfo®dri vewayoompany ca Lk 
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QRAHAM’S 

PLACE 


SSHi 



Valentine*s 

Evening 

Menu 






73 Bridgnorth Rd 
Wollaston ^ 

S tot abridge 

01384 440315 

' *■|>fS* 




KKS'lAUKAN'l BAK 
CLUB 


FACILEY RD , STCTUil BRIDGE 
015 A 4 573500 


Book Now 
Valentines Night 


3 Course + Complimentary 

GIa%s«s of Bubble* 

Ci 6.95 per bend 


Do lit miss Out 

Book Now 





Sundays 
4 Course Soft Meal 

Pitas* ask fasirii to* cited? 
• Papailom • Aiiy Starter 
• Any Main Course 
• Any Rice or Nan 
b/iikig pto y.i »s ax* hbrbr J/sbts) 
Coffee or Venilta fce Cream 
Adult £8.93 Child roil £3.30 


Monday* & Tuesday* 
3 Course Set Meal 

• Aiy Starter 
• Any l.loin Course 
• Any Rice or Nm 
0 fiftt syijty mA bwt# c&w) 
Coffee or Vanilla ke C«eam 



Valentines 



Bookurj* N<w Bnnjj Tokm. 

4 Court* Sfeouii Atmu 
il9^5 Jvi ft* ton 

law cotip jtfltJ v ittrtU; 
of ffm jpt’njf . 
nunu . 


BOOK MOW! 


AduH £8.95 Children t325 

jitvjtaittfafictasiovwiHf ookomwinito ,m ormokoiioUcAmlu. 
j!t ktne a tfihatft or ton it <nkj tnvikbie 

es tan rant of Year Winners 
as voted by readers 

.\*»t u r *» *a-jc VKCj.i.t 

I ilwidfil tz kyUrf** Hfe*r»r* 
ffln»«v rta* It* 
jii nrrt»> lJrtvJ»J Ijomw *»i. 

in^^uli*. I» .1 %««» Vwa fcj I *vj *1 latj 1 V 
a>: *tKnm 


Stourbridge Cli 



Call « tert 07983 710 603 
loom svolbkb. blitMc, paitbi. n oil, pailw. oontoi.ncB 
tiling bib! Imyspp ifln cntoiod toi. PIbuqbmI, torPctalb. 


LIMIT 


lu 


Call Now to bool: 01384 4B48 27 
Coll oilsxt: 07<C3 710 0G3 


p-- — jr*———— ————— ———— — — — — — 

discountvoucher kQD©n 

•rv .irv* v 4 T*h i', 

10% OFF TOTAL BILL 

FVEA5E PRtPODK TO VALIDATE VOUCHEE 

Kaben BsnglactesH Restaursril, 

The Bl tie Ball, Old h gh Street 
Qcany Bank Bnertey Hill. DY5 1SE 

C« i How to book: 01384 4 fi 40 27 nnug* coisnuoi. 

OrOI7DXV3 ATfttF Lwk| fr«k Mi*lr« •.> Ijir'tiM n| 


















STOURBRIDGE CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 35 



www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


Garage Doors with 
“Bounce Back Ability” 


ABS doers are made from a tough yet flexible 
material commonly used to make car bumpers, 
so when It's knocked, the doer panel flexes then 
bounces back as good as new. 

Fully bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all 
ABS doers reinforce the panel and help protect 
against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that's going 
to withstand the knocks and bumps of family life, 
you need look no further than ABS. 




q/ + Free Fitting 
SO on orders 

f taken before 
3181 January 


/ Impact and dent resistant white ABS panels. 

V Easy finish, simply wipe down with a soft cloth 
and warm water. 

V Multi point locking as standard . 

Ideal tor automation. 

V Matches PVCu windows and doors. 

V Strong lightweight construction weighing 
less than 2/3 of a traditional steel door. 

■S UV fast low gloss brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years. 


fctewl * nta rrv/wr wr> My * 



SENATOR 


PRESIDENT 



REGAL 


JACOBEAN 


BEDFORD 


mpact resistant white AB3 
garage doors which cowy 
march to while PVCu doors 
end wtn&we 

Brass fnmdJas «n» 
supplied is standard, 

Showroom Address: 

Three Crowns 
Garden Centre 
Sutton Road, Walsall 
WS9 OQH 


Tec 01922 611253 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
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ft HomeoiProperty_ 

How to take the stress out 
of buying that new home 



Taylor Wimpey has developed two schemes which make moving simple 


BUYING a new house 
can seem like a distant 
dream for many would-be 
movers - and not always 
because they’re first-time 
buyers struggling to pur¬ 
chase a home. 

At times, an existing home 
that had given a homeowner 
a foothold on the property 
ladder, can become the 
problem when the time 
comes to sell and move 
upmarket. 

The complications 

involved in selling a home 
cannot be under-estimated. 

Keeping it tidy and ready for 
viewings, the emotional 
stress of negotiating prices, 
offers falling through at the 
last minute - it’s a roller¬ 
coaster that most people are 
glad to get off. 

Unsold 

Unfortunately for many 
homeowners, this stressful 
state of affairs can last for too 
long, with homes often 
remaining unsold for several 
months. 

With ‘Part Exchange’, 

Taylor Wimpey agrees a price 
for an existing property 
based on the average of independent valu¬ 
ations. 

With the house builder as their guaran¬ 
teed buyer, the customer can then relax 
and stay in their home until the new home 
is ready to move into. 

The average selling time for ‘easymover’ 
customers is less than five weeks - and 
many see their homes sold within a fort¬ 
night. 

Ninety per cent of properties are sold 
successfully through the initiative, the 
typical timescale from sale to exchange of 
contracts is just 10 weeks, and Taylor 
Wimpey can even cover the cost of estate 
agents’ fees. 


What’s more, a specialist house-to-home 
removal service will provide buyers with a 
fully inclusive moving package that covers 
full packing, unpacking and even insur¬ 
ance cover all for free. 

Warranty 

And when purchasers move into their 
brand new Taylor Wimpey home, they’ve 
got the peace of mind from Taylor Wimpey’s 
two-year warranty and the National House 
Building Council’s 10-year Buildmark 
guarantee. 

The latest information on these, or any of 
the other incentives offered by Taylor 
Wimpey, is available by calling the follow¬ 


ing developments across the Midlands: 

For the Sandwell area, visit Latimer 
Square, Oldbury - 0845 676 2571. 

In Staffordshire there are developments 
at The Pinnacle, Stoke-on-Trent-0845 026 
5324; Canalside Wharf, Weston - 0845 026 
3780; Broadhurst Gardens - 0845 026 
4121 and Levett Grange - 0845 239 2123. 

Information on Frampton View in 
Walsall is available on 0845 026 5512 and 
in Halesowen, Century Square is the most 
current development. Call 0845 026 3804. 

Further information is available by vis¬ 
iting the Taylor Wimpey website at 
www.taylorwimpeyco.uk or by calling 
01543 496700. 


Care and attention to 
prolong festive plants 



Moth orchids 
like these will 
continue to 
bloom for 
months and 
maybe years 
without too 
much effort 


M any homes are decorated with 
houseplants, thanks to thought¬ 
ful presents bought to brighten 
the mid-winter holiday season. 

Given the right care and attention they 
should provide many weeks of enjoyment, 
although it’s worth noting that some must be 
treated only as temporary visitors, rather 
than permanent residents. 

Among the list of short-lived potted plants 
are poinsettias, azalea, cineraria, gloxinia 
and chrysanthemum. 

Some, like the azaleas, chrysanthemums 
and cineraria hate hot stuffy rooms, and only 
thrive in cool temperatures of around 50- 
55F. Unfortunately humans find that much 
too cold indoors in mid-winter. 

Other plants, such as gloxinia, are partic¬ 
ularly fussy, needing moist air, careful water¬ 
ing and regular feeding to last. 

Poinsettias soon loose their decorative 
bracts and need to be pruned back in 


spring, fed and watered throughout summer 
and then given precisely 14 hours of com¬ 
plete darkness every night from the end of 
September to Christmas to have any chance 
of producing flowers and bracts next year. 

Not impossible, you may say, but much 
easier to look after are moth orchids, 
Phaleanopsis, as they will continue to bloom 
for months and maybe years without too 
much effort. 

Shaded 

These plants come from shaded, but 
warm jungle regions where they cling to tree 
branches, absorbing water and nutrients 
from regular rain showers. 

They simply love a centrally heated home 
as long as they are shaded from the direct 
sun and are given some water and occa¬ 
sional feeds with Miracle-Gro Pour & Feed. 

Don’t worry if the roots start growing 
outside the pot. Simply spray these with 


water occasionally to emulate their natural 
jungle surroundings. 

Established houseplants can occasion¬ 
ally be infested with sap-sucking pests that 
are difficult to eradicate with traditional plant 
sprays. 

Scale insects and mealy bugs can often 
be found on the underside of decorative 
leaves of rubber plants, citrus trees and 
Leopard’s Lily. 

Clearing these and other pests such as 
thrips and aphids is quick and easy with 
BugClear Ultra for Pots. Simply push one or 
two of the spikes into the compost. 

The spike contains the insecticide to give 
protection from these pests for between two 
and three months and contains enough slow 
release plant food to feed for a similar time. 

■ Text and photographs supplied Scotts 
Miracle-Gro Company. Always read the label 
and use pesticides safely. BugClear™ Ultra 
for Pots and BugClear™ Ultra Gun! contain 
acetamiprid. 
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_ft Homeoi Property. 


A well presented 
family home with 
large garden too 



THE Willows at Black¬ 
berry Lane in Halesowen is 
a well-proportioned and 
presented detached family 
home, on the market for 
offers in the region of 
£299,950. 

It is on the market with Con¬ 
nells estate agent and comes 
with a spacious lounge with 
conservatory, fully-fitted 
breakfast kitchen, utility, 
dining room, four bedrooms 
(two with en-suites), family 
bathroom, garage, gas central 
heating and double-glazed 
windows. 

French 

Entrance is through a porch with 
tiled floor and uPVC entrance door, 
leading to an inner hall with stairs 
to the first floor landing and a door 
leads to a downstairs cloakroom. 

This room includes a WC, central 
heating radiator, tiled floor and 

The lounge measures 14ft 2in x Blackberr y Lane is a family home with four bedrooms, available at around £299,950 

13ft and includes French doors to the heating radiator. Incorporating a wide tiling, a tiled floor, central heating radi- 
range of cupboards, the kitchen has 
dimensions of 12ft lOin x 9ft 5in which 
includes a single drainer sink, worksur- 
faces, a fitted double oven and gas hob 
with cooker hood. 


conservatory, fireplace with gas fire, a 
coved ceiling and central heating radia¬ 
tor. With dimensions of 9ft x 7ft 9in, the 
conservatory includes a tiled floor and 
further double-glazed French doors 
open to a spacious patio. 

To the rear of the house is the dining 
room which has dimensions of 15ft 9in x 
8ft 6in and includes a double-glazed bay 
window, coved ceiling and central 


ator and obscured double-glazed 
window to the front. 

The grounds of the house are made up 
of an integral garage, block-paved drive¬ 
way with off-road parking, side pedes- 
On the first floor landing, doors lead trian access and an elevated patio with 
to four bedrooms, two of which have en steps leading to the lawn with borders, 
suites. In the family bathroom, the suite For further information visit the 
incorporates a panel bath, pedestal website at www.connells.co.uk or call 
wash basin, low-level WC, ceramic 01384 214770. 



Residential Lettings 

Offices at Stair bridge, KrtgsmnfoicJ 2L l-hgby 

01384 440530 

wwvr leeshaw com 
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Honda rings in 2011 
with series of offers 



Honda has a range of new year offers on models like the Accord, above, saving customers up to £443 


H onda is continuing 
to make new car 
ownership more 
affordable by adding three 
years’ complimentary serv¬ 
icing and a range of flexible 
finance options to selected 
new cars until the end of 
March 2011. 

The firm is also easing the pain 
of the new year VAT rise by 
absorbing the price increase for 
customers throughout January. 
Three years’ free servicing 
Customers visiting a Honda 
dealership in the new year will be 
eligible for three years’ compli¬ 
mentary servicing on all new CR- 
V models and Insight and CR-Z 
hybrids. 

This offer, combined with 


Honda’s standard one year’s road 
side assistance, three year new 
car warranty and Honda’s reputa¬ 
tion for bullet-proof reliability, 
means affordable and hassle-free 
Honda new car ownership for the 
first three years. 

Pre-VAT rise price freeze 
Honda is also holding 2010 
prices on all CR-V, CR-Z, Insight 
and Accord models and selected 
Civic variants until the end of 
January 2011. For example, by 
not passing on the VAT rise, cus¬ 
tomers can benefit from a £443 
saving on a new Accord 2.0 ES GT. 
Flexible financing 
A range of flexible finance 
options are available across the 
Honda range to break the new car 
cost into manageable monthly 
payments. With a 25 per cent 
deposit, customers can secure a 
5.9 per cent personal contract 


purchase (PCP) vver three years, 
while those with a smaller deposit 
of 10 per cent can secure a 7.9 per 
cent PCP over the same duration. 
A two-year zero per cent HP deal 
is available with a 35 per cent 
down payment. 

Customers opting for the 5.9 
per cent PCP with 25 per cent 
deposit can have a brand new CR- 
V 4x4 for £299 per month. 

Martin Moll, head of marketing 
for Honda (UK), said: “Our New 
Year’s resolution was to keep 
helping our customers drive down 
the cost of new car ownership and 
three years free servicing com¬ 
bined with a selection of finance 
options is a great start.Plus, we 
wanted to take the sting off the 
VAT price rise — two and a half per 
cent is a significant amount on 
large purchases such as cars and 
it all adds up.” 
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Geneva debut 
for Kia’s latest 



Kia’s new Picanto will be available in both three and five door form, with a choice of four new engines 



The Picanto’s sure-footed stance 


K ia Motors has 
released the 
first official 
photos of the next 
generation Picanto 
city car boasting a 
bolder, more mature 
and more self confi¬ 
dent look. 

Now redesigned and 
re-engineered, the new 
car has grown in overall 
length and wheelbase and is 
set to redefine its position as 
one of the most competitive 
vehicles in its segment. 

Kia’s chief design officer, Peter 
Schreyer, said: “In profile, the 
new Picanto features significant 
sculpting and a very prominent 


rising character line. 

“ The result is a layering of light 
and shadow and this breaks up 
the height, giving the car a more 
sure-footed stance,” said Mr 
Schreyer. 

While the current Picanto is 
available only as a five-door 
hatchback, the next generation 
version will be offered as a five- 


door globally but a sportier 
three-door body style will 
also be made available in the 
UK and European markets. 

The new Picanto will 
feature four all-new power- 
trains in 1.0- and 1.2-litre 
displacements, all boasting 
class leading CO 2 emissions 
levels. 

In addition to the standard 
petrol engines, LPG, bi-fuel 
and flex-fuel variations will 
be available depending on the 
requirements of the local market. 

The next generation Picanto 
will receive its official unveiling 
at the Geneva International 
Motor Show on Tuesday March 1, 
2011. 

The exact timing of the car’s 
arrival in the UK market is yet to 
be decided. 


Cradley Heath Motor Company 
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Spanish firm is offering to pay full 20 per cent VAT rate on selected models in its range 



SEAT will pay all the VAT on most petrol models, and half the tax on most diesels in the Leon family hatch range 


SEAT picks up 
tab for VAT rise 



Exeo models also qualify for VAT discounts And the deals apply to SEAT’S popular Ibiza too 


Used 
vehicle 
prices 
to rise 

TRADE values are 
expected to rise during 
early 2011 as supply 
constraints continue to 
force dealers to compete 
in the open market for 
the best stock, say used 
car experts. 

The January edition 
of Black Book, the 
benchmark guide to 
trade values, reports 
exceptionally high auct¬ 
ion conversion rates in 
December were fuelled 
by an appetite for stock 
among dealers. 

Research confirms 
stock remains scarce 
and ‘serious buyers’ are 
already out in force. 

Used car valuation 
experts CAP say there 
were signs of a strong 
resurgence in trade 
demand even during 
the severe weather 
during early December. 

Brisk 

Despite winter condi¬ 
tions preventing many 
buyers from physically 
attending auctions, 
online bidding activity 
soared. 

Retail activity has 
also been brisk, creat¬ 
ing an immediate need 
to fill spaces on the fore¬ 
court this month. 

Black Book research 
editor, Mark Bulmer, 
said: “Buyers spent 
December attempting 
to stock up and this was 
not only driven by the 
desire to beat an antici¬ 
pated January rise in 
values. 

“Research revealed a 
genuine appetite for 
stock, underpinned by a 
positive level of confi¬ 
dence, to ensure dealers 
were in a position to get 
the year off to a good 
start. 

“There is also a wide¬ 
spread acceptance that 
buying will need to con¬ 
tinue in January and 
that they will need to 
pay ‘all the money’ for 
the best stock because it 
is so thin on the ground 
and everyone will be 
pursuing it. 

Fewer 

“For example, major 
disposers entered 2011 
with significantly fewer 
vehicles than they 
began last year with.” 

Looking ahead to the 
year, CAP believes that 
supply constraints are 
unlikely to ease in the 
short term. 

It also says dealers 
are working hard to 
avoid low used car stock 
levels after they were 
caught short at the 
beginning of 2009. 

Bulmer added: “The 
conversion rates for 
some December sales 
were remarkable, tip¬ 
ping 90 per cent in some 
cases when we might 
‘normally’ expect the 
figure to be well below 
50 per cent.” 


S panish car 

maker SEAT is 
bringing some 
welcome Latin excite¬ 
ment to the post- 
Christmas gloom by 
extending and 

refreshing its success¬ 
ful VAT-free offer. 

With value added tax 
now running at its 
highest level since its 
introduction in the UK in 
1973, when it debuted at 
ten per cent, SEAT is 
happy to help insulate 
new car buyers from the 
latest increase. 

Extending across 
much of the sporty SEAT 
line-up, the VAT-free 
offer is now comple¬ 
mented by a new “Vi 
VAT” deal that amounts 
to a ten per cent discount 
off a further tranche of 
SEAT models. 

And with a third, 
tempting, offer in the 
shape of zero per cent 
finance deals on a selec¬ 
tion of new SEATs there 
really has never been a 
better time to pop into 
your local SEAT show¬ 
room. 

Customers can check 
full details of the deals at 
www.seat.co.uk but in 
short, the VAT-free offers 
apply to 1.4 Chill and 1.4 
85 PS petrol models in 
SEAT’s biggest-selling 
Ibiza range. All other 
versions, excluding the 
entry level cars, benefit 
from the new Vi VAT dis¬ 
count. 

Meanwhile, all ver¬ 
sions of shapely yet capa¬ 
cious Ibiza ST, enjoy the 
VAT-free deal too. 

Moving up the size 
range into the Leon 
family-sized five-seat 
hatch, VAT-free deals 
apply to S Emocion and 
all petrol models, exclud¬ 
ing entry and Cupra R 
versions, while Cupra R 
and all diesel models, 
excluding entry and S 
Emocion versions, 
benefit from the new Vi 
VAT discount. New car 


buyers in the market for 
roomy and flexible 
family transport should 
look no further than the 
Altea or even larger 
Altea XL, all of which are 
being offered with either 
VAT-free or Vi VAT deals. 
Likewise, the luxurious, 
elegant Exeo and Exeo 
ST get VAT-free, or Vi 
VAT offers. 

Finally, all versions of 
the new Alhambra full- 
size seven-seat MPV get 
the Vi VAT discount 
which effectively brings 
the newly-increased 
Value Added Tax down to 
its original 1973 level of 
ten per cent. 

The new suite of offers 
will run throughout the 
first quarter of 2011, 
ending on March 31, and 
applies to eligible retail 
customer cars registered 
before this date. 

Success 

The retail campaign is 
also available to small 
fleet customers (sub-25 
cars) who buy their vehi¬ 
cles outright. 

SEAT UK head of 
operations Richard Har¬ 
rison said: “The excep¬ 
tional success of our VAT 
offer towards the end of 
2010 meant we were 
understandably keen to 
continue the momentum 
into 2011. 

“Our dealers up and 
down the country have 
been busier than ever 
and now, with the 
announcement of these 
great new retail offers, 
I’m sure they can look 
forward to a fantastic 
start to the New Year.” 

He added: “The 

ongoing sales success of 
SEAT in the UK is built 
first and foremost on the 
sporty, dynamic, practi¬ 
cal and luxurious nature 
of our cars but the move 
to make our models even 
more appealing with 
these great deals can 
only serve to support our 
growing success here.” 


Summit becomes 
top UK dealership 



Perodua UK*managing director Tim Slaughter, 
left, presents the award to Summit’s John Newey 

AN‘INDEPENDENT garage in Dudley has won a 
quarterly award for being the best performing 
Perodua dealership in the country. 

Perodua UK’s managing director Tim Slaughter 
travelled to the West Midlands to present the certifi¬ 
cate to John Newey, sales director of Summit 
Garage. 

Mr Slaughter said: “I would like to congratulate 
John Newey and his team on a magnificent achieve¬ 
ment. “The weather was awful and yet Summit 
Garage outsold all of the other Perodua dealers in 
the UK by a considerable margin” 

The Himley Road dealership specialises in MGs as 
well as Peroduas. 


TheVAUXHALL 



20% OFF 


A new Vauxhall 


Hurry. Offer ends 
31st January 2011 
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Amazing January Sale Deals 
Only at T Wall Ford 
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Drivers facing unseen 
damage from potholes 


U nknown or minor damage 
caused to vehicles during the 
recent snow and ice could con¬ 
tinue to cause drivers extra expense 
for many months ahead unless they 
have their vehicle’s alignment prop¬ 
erly checked. 

During the bad weather, many drivers 
slid into kerbs or drove into deep potholes 
as they struggled to control their vehicles 
properly, potentially causing damage or 
misalignment to their vehicle’s wheels and 
geometry settings. 

Cars suffering from misalignment will 
experience higher running costs as the 
tyres will wear out prematurely and the 
increased rolling resistance will cause 
higher fuel bills. Gross misalignment can 
even be a danger to other road users. 


Paul Beaurain, managing director of 
Pro-Align, said: “Although drivers may not 
notice any difference to the way their car 
feels after sliding into a kerb or other 
object, it’s important that they have their 
wheel alignment properly checked. 

“Even very low speed impacts can cause 
significant misalignment or damage to 
components, especially if they occur at an 
unusual angle. 

“Many workshops across the country are 
equipped with the latest four wheel align¬ 
ment systems which can determine in just 
a few minutes, if a car’s alignment needs 
adjusting.” 

Modern wheel alignment systems now 
use sophisticated technology to measure 
14 primary angles of all four wheels in a 
matter of minutes. Not only can this 
complex operation help reduce driver’s 


running costs, but it can also make for 
safer driving and better handling as any 
vehicle pull can be identified, and steering 
wheels set straight, to avoid further 
driving distractions. 

Any motorist considering getting the 
alignment measured should check that the 
workshop performing wheel alignment 
will provide an alignment printout. Many 
these days are colour coded to easily show 
the misalignment errors, but will also 
detail the vehicle settings both before and 
after any work is carried out, allowing full 
transparency of the completed works. 

Drivers can visit www.alignmycar.co.uk 
to check the location of their nearest centre 
and print off a discount voucher entitling 
them to a five per cent reduction on their 
alignment bill at participating centres. 
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Raise your 
confidence 
and be safer 
on the road 

THE Institute of Advanced Motorists has 
a number of coaching courses for road 
users from a young driver assessment, 
through to cycling. 

Skill for Life, the course for which the IAM is 
most famously known, is available for car 
drivers and motorcyclists. 

It has six to eight sessions with one of a network 
of more than 200 IAM volunteer groups throughout 
the land. 

The chosen group allocates a local observer who, 
when you’re ready, will put you forward for the 
Advanced Test. 

The course cost £139 and 85 per cent of individuals 
pass first time. 

Confidence 

Apart from the proven safety and confidence¬ 
boosting benefits of becoming an advanced driver or 
rider, there is also the major advantage of qualifying 
for IAM Surety insurance. 

That figure beats other competitive quotes in 93 
per cent of cases for IAM members who have got 
through the test. 

Drivers or motorcyclists who have held a licence 
for several years may benefit from a refresher with 
DriveCheck or RideCheck. 

The one-hour drives with an IAM observer or 
examiner aim to help confidence by giving ideas of 
how you could improve, as well as celebrating what 
you’re already good at doing. 

Momentum, the IAM’s new initiative offers young 
drivers a low-cost assessment with an IAM exam¬ 
iner, early in their development. 

Again, this helps to improve confidence, raise 
awareness and - most important of all - reduce risk 
on the roads. 

Abilities 

RoadRider Plus is also aimed primarily at the 
younger market. It assesses riders of scooters, 
mopeds or sub-125cc machines and gives a clear 
indication of current skills and abilities, and is a way 
of progressing after the essential Compulsory Basic 
Training. 

And for cyclists, the IAM offers a membership 
package, with the additional option of three levels of 
training to suit anyone from the real beginner, to 
those wanting to increase their confidence in busy 
traffic. 

Details of the courses can be found at 
www.iam.org.uk 
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Reply to an ad 


by phone 


0905 436 6562* by post £3 


Dial the number below the advert you wish to 
respond to and when prompted input the six 
digit box number. 


by text 78850 _ 

Iran advert has a mobile phone symbol next to it (as 
above) simply send WOL followed by the box number 
of the advertiser you wish to respond to and send it to 
78850*. For example: WOL(space)123456(space)Hi 
saw your ad would like 2 know more about u. It's that 
easy!(£1.50 per message sent) 


If an ad has an envelope icon next to it (as above) 
send your reply in an envelope (addressed to 
the advertisers Box number) Place this envelope 
in a further envelope addressed to My Match, 
Classified Dept., Express & Star, Queen St, 
Wolverhampton WV1 3QL. Include your name 
and address on the back of a cheque or Postal 
Order for £6 per reply (two replies for £10) Make 
cheques or postal orders to Express & Star. In 
your main letter, ensure you leave a contact 
number for the advertiser to reach you on. 


Place your ad 

121 6140*. 


Call 


0800 


Remember if you leave your 
mobile number when prompted 
we’ll send you 2 free matches 
each week, and you can 
subscribe to receive text alerts 1 
when someone leaves you a 
voice message. 

To retrieve replies to your ad, 
just call 0905 436 6564 * 


fREf 

ADS 




m«*tch 


View pictures 

Text 88833 

If an advert has a 

camera symbol next to a 

it (as above) this means 
the advertiser has a 
photo. 


TextwoLVDATE [space] 
followed by the 
advertisers Box number 
to 88833. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


women seeking men j 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below)._ 

FEMALE 51, slim, 5ft 4ins, genuine, car¬ 
ing, seeks soul mate who is genuine and 
caring. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
356761 1 

SLIM professional, attractive, amiable 
lady, 55, seeks genuine, articulate, pro¬ 
fessional gent, 55 plus with GSOH and 
enjoys the good things in life. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 356411 

OPEN friendly Christian female, profes¬ 
sional, seeks kind, caring, Christian 
male for friendship and more. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 348867 0 

SLIM attractive 44yr old female, N/S, no 
ties, likes travel, nights out, seeks male, 
40-50 for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341491 || ® 

SOPHIE 29 generously proportioned 
lady who loves all of her curves, looking 
for nice older male for good times and 
nice conversations. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356139 0 

ATTRACTIVE 40yr old female, brunette, 
slim, trendy, no ties, high morals, seeks 
slim male for friendship/relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 316619 

HELEN 38, one child, blonde hair, 5ft 
6ins, slim, attractive, likes swimming, 
dancing, seeks male, 43-53 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 331399 
LADY N/S, car owner, seeks lonely, 
retired gent with old fashioned values for 
friendship/days out and holidays. 
Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 354183 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

363428 0 B 

ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, caring, genuine male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 349651 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt in 
the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 377432 0 

SINGLE mum, non drinker, seeks male 
for nights out, meals and lots of fun. 
Dudley. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353085 0 X 

ATTRACTIVE nurse, 48, 5ft 6ins, cine¬ 
ma, walks, country, WLTM attractive 
male of similar age for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
341479 

SLIM attractive, self sufficient lady, 44, 
GSOH, seeks special male, 35-50 to 
share evening in/out, theatre, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351813 0 

ATTRACTIVE female, 45, slim, affec¬ 
tionate, intelligent, seeks honest, caring 
male for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
301001 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, sensi¬ 
tive, seeks lifetime friend to love and 
understand me for who I am. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 350397 

FRIENDLY black female, attractive, 46, 
single mum, professional, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, solvent, trendy, professional, gen¬ 
uine male for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349865 
PRINCE wanted, must be 6ft, loving, 
caring and honest, no old frogs. I am late 
50’s and attractive. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 337465 

SLIM 32yr old blonde, kind, caring, good 
listener, honest, likes to have fun, seeks 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
339373 B 

LISA 32, size 8, seeks male, 32-48 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 346713 0 


HI I am Ellen 45, attractive with stat¬ 
uesque curvy figure looking for an 
uncomplicated relationship with under¬ 
standing male friend. Call me. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 356135 0 

28YR old brunette, seeks fun loving, 
adventurous male for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 380918 0 

LADY 76, N/S, caring, respectable, 
WLTM gentleman, 70-76 for outings, 
holidays, day trips and friendship. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 340021 
ATTRACTIVE glamorous, black female, 
young 44, seeks male for friendship/dat¬ 
ing and LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 339799 

PETITE dark haired lady, 43, size 10, 
seeks considerate, N/S male, 25-50 for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338651 

60YR old lady, young at heart, divorced, 
medium build, likes kisses, cuddles, 
seeks gent, 50-61 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar likes. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:334627 

WEST Bromwich female, late 50’s, mod¬ 
ern, romantic, easygoing, seeks active, 
genuine male, 45-60 for LTR. Driver pre¬ 
ferred. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
336759 

GENUINE West Bromwich female, 
smoker, many interests, seeks fit male, 
driver preferred for LTR. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334841 

BLONDE female, 32, fun loving, likes 
letting her hair down and kicking her 
heels up, caring, considerate, seeks 
likeminded male, 25-40. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 323417 B 

WHITE curvy female 33, GSOH, likes 
nice things in life, seeks gent 43-57. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 325939 

BLACK female, 38, seeks male, 30-50, 
adventurous, fun loving, daring and car¬ 
ing. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
327355 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, genuine, 
sincere, OHAC, GSOH, likes dining out, 
holidays, seeks lonely, caring gent for 
friendship and happiness. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331049 

YOUNG bubbly black lady, likes 
wining/dining, seeks mature male for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
328669 

SUE young thinking 54yr old female, 
varied interests, likes music, walks, cin¬ 
ema, pets, football, seeks N/S, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328177 
RITA 32, size 16-18, 5ft 4ins, seeks 
male, 30-50 for friendship and more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324709 0 

STUNNING Caribbean black beauty, 33, 
size 10, 5ft 9ins, intelligent, caring, 
classy, seeks generous, solvent, roman¬ 
tic, male, 33-45 for loving, caring rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:3267510 

CONFIDENT full figured and all woman, 
likes cosy nights in with that special per¬ 
son, looking for friendship maybe more. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356133 0 
BOSSY lady, 44, dark hair, fit, slim, good 
looking, seeks male, 40-50 who will do 
as he is told. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 326119 

PROFESSIONAL lady, 32, GSOH, likes 
music, arts, philosophy, theatre, reading, 
animals, politics, seeks genuine, intelli¬ 
gent funny man. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 310459 S8 

CURVY black female, seeks genuine 
male, 28-40 to make me laugh and have 
fun. Must have GSOH. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 317387 

ATTRACTIVE divorced 55yr old female, 
size 10, 5ft 6ins, blue eyes, long dark 
hair, seeks tall, medium build, athletic 
guy to put the sparkle back into life. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318203 0 

PETITE blonde lady, 56, OHAC, likes 
countryside, nights out, dancing, cine¬ 
ma, theatre, holidays, seeks gent with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 303395 


ATTRACTIVE black female, 33, likes 
music, cooking, cinema, seeks tall, gen¬ 
uine male, 30-40 for LTR. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:315413 

60YR young lady, slim, 5ft 4ins, young 
outlook, GSOH, honest, caring, loving, 
likes travel, nights in/out, music, theatre, 
seeks honest, caring male, 58-68 for 
love and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 320067 0 

PROFESSIONAL lady, young 50, fash¬ 
ionable, pleasant, kind, likes country¬ 
side, outdoors, holidays, family life, 
seeks pleasant, committed Christian 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316403 

HI I’m Emma, a 31 yr old smiley lady. I 
love fun and am looking for excitement 
with a fun male, I want to make you 
happy, age unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355765 0 

BLONDE blue eyed, slim female, 56, 
likes dancing, music, meals out, cuddles 
in front of TV, seeks male for romance. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313849 88 

ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes travel, nights 
out, weekends away, seeks slim male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327579 


DO you know what women want? 40yr 
old petite lady needs spoiling and lots of 
love by attractive male, 45-55. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 327573 B 

BLONDE attractive, educated lady, tall, 
slim, curvy, 47, seeks tall, professional, 

40-52. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
362478 0 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 323543 0 

FEMALE medium build, seeks nice N/S 
male, 40-42 for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. West Midlands. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 337985 0 
WIDOWED female, 65, likes socialising, 
holidays, meals out, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 339765 0 

ATTRACTIVE slim female, 64, divorced, 
truthful, 5ft 3ins, modern, young at heart, 
seeks genuine, nice looking, clean male, 
57-67. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


tive, refined male for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313115 

MICHELLE black British, 30, curvy, slim, 
size 12, 5ft 5ins, sociable, friendly, 
understanding, loving, seeks male, SO¬ 
SO to enjoy romantic nights. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 317945 

72YR old widower, smart, likes travel, 
conversation, dancing, cooking, missing 
that special man in her life who is easy¬ 
going and N/S. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 349265 

ATTRACTIVE Tall, black female, 51,6ft, 
slim-medium build, kind, honest, consid¬ 
erate, own home, seeks genuine, tall, 
faithful, 6ft plus male, 45-70 with own 
home for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 349211 

53YR old female, young at heart, likes 
cinema, theatre, meals out, pubs, walks, 
holidays, seeks genuine, trustworthy 
male, 48-56. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 339275 

ATTRACTIVE single mum, 40, outgoing, 
seeks similar guy for good times, possi- 


FEMALE likes socialising, nights out, 
seeks attractive male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 336477 

PRETTY size 8 female, 19, seeks male 
to spoil and treat her like a Princess. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 335019 

VAL 35, single mum, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334695 0 
COUNTRY loving female, black hair, 
green eyes, GSOH, likes countryside, 
cosy nights in, music, seeks similar 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
333797 0 

SARAH 20, attractive, brown hair/eyes, 
nice personality, like pets, seeks similar 
male, handsome for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317925 0 B 

LADY 50, slim, GSOH, likes cooking, 
nights out, seeks genuine guy, 50-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333183 

STEFF dark hair, single mum, small 
build, likes cosy nights in/out, seeks sin¬ 
gle dad, 30-40 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 333173 0 


KAREN 47, 5ft 9ins, civil servant, attrac¬ 
tive, down to earth, likes drink, dance, 
socialising, home life, seeks tall, profes¬ 
sional male, N/S for loving relationship. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324349 

WIDOW black hair, green eyes, likes 
countryside, pubs, music, nights in, 


ble relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 see ks similar male. Tel No: 0905 


Box No: 348919 s 


6562 Box No: 332231 


WEST Midlands female, 4, attractive, 
slim, divorced, N/S, seeks slim, clean, 
attractive male. Tel No: 0905 
Box No: 343735 


IRENE 72, N/S, active, 5ft 2ins, slim, 
blonde hair, seeks similar male for 
6562 friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331301 


FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355761r 



DARK haired lady, 45, seeks N/S male, 
40-50 for friendship and nights out. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 330549 0 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, likes meals out, holidays, WLTM 
gent, 70-80 for friendship and happi¬ 
ness. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
330461 

FEMALE 53, divorced, N/S, likes the¬ 
atre, music, seeks honest, caring, loving 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328937 0 
MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, likes 
nights in/out, seeks caring male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329319 B 

GENUINE caring widow, 64, attractive, 
likes reading, holidays, meals out, seeks 
genuine N/S male, 60-68. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 378566 

GLYNIS 47, slim, brown hair/eyes, trust¬ 
worthy, likes cinema, nights out, cinema, 
wining/dining, seeks male. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 3273790 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 0844 800 1188 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, you can email us 
at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


GENUINE easygoing lady, 80’s, N/S, 
seeks likeminded gent, 65-75 for friend¬ 
ship and company. Must be genuine. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:325719 

LADY 67, N/S, caring, likes sports, 
seeks male, 60 plus for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:323529 

YOUNG 72yr old female, slim, active, 
attractive, likes walks, seeks similar 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324441 0 

LADY 60’s, seeks male for friendship, 
holidays and socialising. Car driver with 
ability to tow a caravan a bonus. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 324265 
TALL slim, young at heart 48yr old 
female, seeks tall, kind hearted male for 
nights out and companionship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323863 0 

BLACK beauty, 29, 5ft 4ins, 14st, size 
16, single mum, likes cooking, reading, 
travel, socialising, seeks honest, down 
to earth male, 30-45 Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
308031_ 

SYLVIE 59, N/S, long blonde hair, 5ft 
2ins, slim, OHAC, likes cycling, walks, 
keep fit, horse riding, holidays, theatre, 
films, meals out, GSOH, seeks male for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 321149 0 

CLARE 56, likes theatre, animals, films, 
seeks caring male with GSOH, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 367984 0 B 
SINGLE mum, likes walks, nights in/out, 
seeks fun loving male with similar inter¬ 
ests. TeL No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
320937 0 

SHEILA 5ft 4ins, blue eyes, red hair, 
16st, 53, likes music, meals out, country 
walks, seeks male, 45-54 who is sin¬ 
cere, fun loving for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
321455 0 

ROSANNA 41, caring, loving, devoted, 
loyal, seeks male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
322921 

ATTRACTIVE divorced, single mum, 38, 
5ft 5ins, blonde hair, green eyes, seeks 
similar, honest, attractive, dark haired 
male, 35-43 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
307800 0 

45YR old natural red head, likes rock 
music, seeks tall, dark, genuine, honest 
male for possible relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 312491 

ATTRACTIVE female, medium build, 
dark hair, hazel eyes, seeks male, 20-30 
for relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:315415 

HAYDA widow, black hair, green eyes, 
likes countryside, pubs, nights in, 
GSOH, seeks country loving male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 320583 
TWO attractive ladies who like to dance 
and socialise, need two smart partners. 
Tel No:, 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
319989 0 

LINDA 70’s, likes theatre, dancing, 
seeks nice gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


BRUNETTE attractive lady 38, seeks 
male, large build for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Telford. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:354117 

YVETTE pretty, stylish, modern, 44, out¬ 
going, bubbly, sporty, seeks male for 
nights in/out. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:351997_ 

SHROPSHIRE female, 40, seeking 
friend/relationship with a genuine male. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353071 ® 

SINGLE mum, new to area, red hair, 
blue eyes, slim, seeks handsome guy 
30-40 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 346715 

ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, genuine, caring male, 45-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe LTR. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 347799 


men seeking women 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

SINGLE dad 46, average looks, N/S, 5ft 
6ins, dark hair, likes music, country 
walks, pubs, seeks female, 35-50 for 

friendship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:356763 0 

MIKE 47, brown hair, blue eyes, tall, 
easygoing, romantic, likes films, walks, 
sports, meals out, seeks soul mate to 
spoil for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 323711 B 
SHEFFIELD male, 42, genuine, honest, 
lots of love to give, seeks special lady, 
35-42. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
383402 

GENUINE male, 6ft 1 ins, blue eyes, 
shaven head, nice personality, seeks 
genuine, honest, loving female, 30-40’s, 
slim-medium build. Dudley. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355735 

41 YR old professional male, seeks 
attractive, mature female, 50-70 for rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:355637 0 

DAVE 68, widower, kind, loving, likes 
holidays, meals out, theatre, nights in, 
seeks slim, attractive female, 60-68 for 
friendship, maybe more. Bridgnorth. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 355395 ® 

MALE 39, honest, GSOH, N/S, likes 
nights in/out, seeks kind hearted female 
to share good times with. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356771 

MIKE 49, slim, young looking, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and going 
out for a laugh. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 314247 

KIDDERMINSTER r 


GENUINE Hednesford male, 58, N/S, 
retired, likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
seeks female, 45-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 349625® 

MALCOLM 70, N/S, non drinker, likes 
caravans, weekends away, socialising, 
drives, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341345 0 

CHRISTIAN male, 53, young attitude, 
fashionable, athletic, 5ft lOins, adventur¬ 
ous, seeks soul mate. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No:381618 

ATTRACTIVE tall, black male, 6ft 3ins, 
slim, 40’s, caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks female, 25-55 for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:341031 

MARTIN 52, GSOH, romantic, tactile, 
solvent, seeks special female for nights 
out and possible relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 315713 

SLIM attractive male, 47, seeks caring, 
loving lady for nights out and friendship. 
Please reply for free hug. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 347521 B 

67YR old male, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
most things, seeks female, 60-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 332871 0 

EARLY 50’s male, seeks tactile female 
for kisses, cuddles and naughty indoor 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
351923 0 

KEVIN professional male, new to area, 
seeks friendly, laidback female for nights 

out. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317489 0 

MALE seeks attractive female for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:356437 

, 55, 6ft, slim, TALL handsome male, 41, GSOH, likes 


handsome, honest, true Knight, seeks romantic days/nights in/out, WLTM 


Princess for happiness, romance and 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355297 0 

WALSALL male, 56, good looking, N/S, 
placid nature, seeks similar female, any 
age for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 354961 ® 

ATTENTIVE retired professional, young 
60, divorced, 5ft 9ins, seeks similar 
attractive, N/S female, 50-55 for friend¬ 
ship. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:354765 

STEVE 54, seeks large, mature female, 
35-65 for fun. Can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330103 
35YR old male, GSOH, WLTM female, 
30-50 for nights in/out, possible relation¬ 
ship. Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 354261 
MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and going 
out. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


MALE 56, young looks, N/S, honest, 
loyal, caring, quiet, seeks similar female 
for life long soul mates. West Midlands. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353851 
ROBERT 66,national trust member, 
honest, caring, likes most sports, travel, 
theatre, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:351067 

47YR old male, average build, short hair, 
tall, seeks lady, 35-47 with GSOH for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329917 

SINCERE guy tall, good job, seeks 
female to ne my friend and soul mate. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351581 0 

TREVOR young 49, tall, rugby type 
build, down to earth, caring, respectful, 
own car, likes walks, meals out, cooking, 
seeks soul mate and best friend. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 323403 

YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

383182 0 B 


attractive, down to earth, young lady, 35- 
55, size unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346611 0 B 

STEVE 47, medium build, seeks female 
for nights in, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356361 0 
IAN 41, 5ft 1 ins, slim, dark hair, seeks 
similar for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:355869 

57YR old male, 6ft, medium build, likes 
nature, walks, quiet pubs, seeks female, 
50-65 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324746 

MARK blond, 5ft 9ins, WLTM girly, petite 
lady, 45 plus. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 352269 ® 

JOE 35 slim-medium build, caring, hon¬ 
est, GSOH, romantic, seeks female, 20- 
34 for fun and friendship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 340607 

ROBERT 47, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, likes pubs, meals out, cinema, 
karaoke, seeks female, 45-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338219 0 B 
ANDY hurt in past, seeks likeminded 
female for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:340077 

JOHN new to area, seeks likeminded 
female for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336969 

STEVE 43, slim, blue eyes, seeks 
female, size 14 plus, 45 or over for fun 
and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336647 

gay/friends seeking j 

KEVIN 34, 6ft 2ins, blond hair, medium 
build, toned, young boyish good looks 
likes nights out, sports, holidays, seeks 
similar male, any age for fun. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 355984 B 


adult contacts 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.30 per min. 09052/0906 calls cost £1.00 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received 
will be charged at £1,50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per 
msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with pro¬ 
motional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other publications. WC100111 
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TERIALS 8FT K 4FT IN STOCK NOW!! 


- • 


Far Eastern BB/CC 

4mm 6mm, 9mm, 12mm, 19mm, 
25mm W.B.P. 

Chipboards 12mm, 18mm 
TAG Bft x2lt 


Oriental Strand Board 

9mm, 12mm, 10mm 

Yellow Pine Roof iig Ply 

12mm, 19mm, 25mm 
MDF6mm, 9mm, 12rrm, 18mm 


GJUtDBI DECHIIG Ali ACCESSORIES ATAILABIE 
Heated aarden decfdm while f ' 

4.5lnx1.5ln *4lnx2ln Tan 
(In x m In ♦ H«w»ls♦Spindles 

Hand l Base Rails 8fl 
Vllhila faced mBF ttlx 4ft Sheet £930 mi 

Prices may be subject to \AT 

m ~ 




EKIFT71NQ, .ARCHITRAVE 
£ CLADOINDIS 

Bulfc»fto#,Cha retold 
$« I toe c* r C h a reton d 
Kiilfc»ftM.Cham*i*d 

*• Ob»» 

TbnJC.Cgte 

Tsru&.Coss 

IbTHcjCgS# 

Metis Mil 


r MU» Rail 

4" Uada4 fMh bed 

5* flafah (toord 1,C 

9' 51 a to h ton! ** 

5- SI* Up 

S' nooiSooiH 

9" Wtodp i ttajid 

M.D GKIRT1UO, ARCHITRAVE 
3 DADO !LSQ AVWUBU5 


STAIR 

PARTS 

Ptm HotkI fV.ll 
PkivB*»*R4l 

Rnv 
t*jln.Je. 

41 mm Rn-e 




WORKiSTORAGE UNITS FOR RENT d 
Excellent Price. In safe area 
For more ihformatioi-j call 07771 741049 1 


Par timber and rough sawn timber any size 
Reg board, plaster board, all skirting board, tiling laths, 
spindles,far Eastern (WBP) plywood (all thicknesses) 

Canal Side Industrial Estate, Wedgebury Way 
Off Brettell Lane, Brieriey Hill 

hone: 01384 78857 

Trade and Public Welcome 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARD* ACCEPTED 

www.robinsiimber.co.uk* email robins!imberObtconnect.com 

■ " ■ » ■ ■ i 

!— i \ til | 1 _ 1 » ■ l 1 _l U L 
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thechronide 



Osbourne’s double brings Town the victory 

LEE OSBOURNE netted Tipton Town 2 tors breaking to the other deny Tom Hill but the Kirby defender with just 

on his home debut as Kirby Muxloe 1 end where Aaron deadlock was broken 12 minutes to play. 

Tipton recorded a useful - Preston’s header was seven minutes before the Jones then hit a post but 

Midland Alliance victory place of the unavailable cleared off the line. break when Ross Brown the visitors set up a tense 

over Kirby Muxloe to end Eric Bowen. Ricky Baker’s volley played the ball into Jozsef last few minutes with the 

the visitors’ 11-game Both sides showed no then stung the hands of Jakab. It then fell to goal of the game. Pollard’s 
unbeaten run. signs of rustiness early on visiting keeper Tom Osbourne who shot low shot was well blocked by 

Steve Palmer returned with a high-tempo start. Holyoak. into the bottom corner. Dan Parker but, as the 

to the side in defence while It was end-to-end stuff Tipton keeper Matt Tipton made it two in ball looped up into the air, 

Cameron Jones was given with Tipton forcing an Sargeant made a fine save the second half, Osbourne he unleashed a stunning 

a start wide on the right in early corner and the visi- down to his right side to scoring with the help of a volley to score. 


SLEEPY SAXONS 
FALL TO DEFEAT 


Blaydon 31 Stourbridge 10 

THE FEAR was that Stourbridge Saxons would still be sleepy 
after their long winter hibernation and that proved to be the 
case as Blaydon outplayed their visitors to run out winners. 

It would however be churlish to blame the enforced break of a month 
for the result as Blaydon had been out of action even longer than Stour¬ 
bridge, writes Tim Evershed. 

Whereas the snow and ice had kept the Saxons off the park since December 
11th their hosts hadn’t managed to play a match in anger since last November. 

Indeed, so keen were Blaydon to get back into league action that they changed 
the venue of this match to Percy Park RFC in Tynemouth on the very morning 
of the match as their own pitch was still frozen and out of action. 

The change did not 
hamper Blaydon though 
as they dominated the 
second-half, scoring 
three tries to none after 
the interval to secure a 
bonus point victory. 

Despite kicking off 
with the wind at their 
back it was Stourbridge 
who were soon under 
pressure as they con¬ 
ceded some early penal¬ 
ties that the hosts opted 
to take quickly. 

Blaydon’s scrum-half 
Matthew Mellish looked 
particularly dangerous 
going forwards but too 
often his team’s handling 
let them down and a 
stream of knock-ons 
meant that Stourbridge 
were able to clear their 
lines. 

The home side did take 
the lead after eight 
minutes when Stour¬ 
bridge were penalised at 
a ruck and Andrew 
Baggett stepped up to 
kick the penalty. 

Offence 

The Saxons were on 
level terms within a 
couple of minutes as Alis¬ 
tair Bressington slotted a 
kick following an offence 
by the home side. 

Patrick Dias restored 
Blaydon’s advantage he 
ran in unopposed under 
the posts after his pack 
executed a superb catch 
and drive at the line-out 
and Baggett made the 
break. 

But Stourbridge for¬ 
wards took advantage of 
a five-metre line-out to 
drive over flanker James 
Rodley, with Bressington 
adding the conversion. 

After turning around 
10-10 the visitors were 
playing into the wind and 
suffered as Blaydon 
began to dominate both 
possession and territory. 

Blaydon retook the 
lead when prop Robbie 
Kalbraier went over after 
multiple phases. 

Two further tries 
ended any lingering 
hopes that Stourbridge 
may have had. 


Thorne gets a deal 

HARRIERS boss Steve Burr has allowed defender 
Ollie Thorne to join Blue Square Bet Premier side 
Rushden & Diamonds on loan for a month. 

The former Newport County man first signed for 
the club on transfer deadline day last August but has 
featured just 10 times since then. Thorne will 
remain at Nene Park until February 12. 

Stourbridge 
slip from the 
play-off slot 

Chesham 2 Stourbridge 0 


THE Glassboys 
slipped out of the 
Zamaretto Premier 
play-off places as they 
were leapfrogged by 
Chesham. 

Lewis Solly was called 
into action in the first 
minute as he safely 
clutched a drive from 
Dave Fotheringham 
above his head and then 
a minute later Steve 
Wales flashed a long- 
range shot narrowly off- 
target. 

The visitors responded 
with Ben Billingham 
squaring a 10th minute 
free-kick to Ryan Rowe 
but he sliced his effort 
wide. 

Slotted 

It was the home side 
who struck first though 
in the 20th minute when 
a through ball down the 
middle from Wales 
released Leon Archer in 
the clear and he slotted a 
low shot past Solly to give 
Chesham the lead. 

The play at times was 
quite scrappy but the vis¬ 
itors also had some good 
possession. 

On 29 minutes Linden 
Dovey won back the ball 


and Billingham flicked it 
onto Rowe whose low 
angled drive from the 
right-hand side of the box 
was parried by home 
keeper Shane Gore. 

Five minutes later 
Rowe had another oppor¬ 
tunity after breaking 
clear but he over-ran the 
ball and Gore was able to 
save at his feet. 

The Buckinghamshire 
side kicked down the 
slope after the break and 
Mark Lambert forced a 
good save from Solly on 
51 minutes as he drove 
forward from half-way 
past Sam Rock before 
striking an awkward low 
shot that the keeper get 
down smartly to push the 
ball around the post. 

Chesham returned 
onto the attack soon 
afterwards with Wales 
feeding Fotheringham 
and, as he was chal¬ 
lenged, the ball broke to 
Wales who struck his 
shot wide. 

With 15 minutes 
remaining the Glassboys’ 
fate was more or less 
sealed as Wales let fly 
with a speculative long- 
range shot that took a big 
deflection off Nathan 
Bennett for the second. 



Tim Hill, left, and Richard Hill present the keys to the new Ford Fiesta to Claire Cashmore 


KIDDERMINSTER’S Paralympic 
medallist Claire Cashmore is 
greeting the New Year with the 
use of a new car. 

Kidderminster dealership Hills Ford 
has stepped in to help the swimmer as 
she juggles her Linguistics Degree 
studies at Leeds University with train¬ 
ing for the 2012 Paralympics. 

Hills Ford has loaned Cashmore a 
new Ford Fiesta Edge 1.4 petrol auto¬ 
matic. The dealership is also taking 
care of the car’s servicing require¬ 
ments for the next two years as well as 
covering the cost of her insurance. 

Born without her left forearm, Cash¬ 
more has already clocked up an 
impressive list of swimming medals. 
At the age of 16, she was the youngest 
member of the GB swimming squad at 
the 2004 Paralympic Games where she 
scooped a bronze medal double. The 
same year, she won the BBC Midlands 
Young Disabled Sports Person of the 
Year Award. 

At the Beijing Paralympics in 2008, 
she won another bronze, followed by a 
silver medal and a new British record 
at the 2008 Visa Paralympic World 
Cup. 

At the 2009 IPC European Champi¬ 
onships, Cashmore helped her team 
win a gold medal and break the world 
record in the 4x100m medley relay, 
topping that off with two more bronze 
medals in her individual events. 


During the 2009 season, she also 
broke the European 200m individual 
medley record and won two gold and 
two silver medals at the World Short- 
Course Championships in Rio. 

This year has seen Cashmore has 
added more medals to her collection - 
a gold and a bronze at the Short Course 
Championships in Llandudno, and a 
hat-trick of silvers at the World Cham¬ 
pionships in Eindhoven. 

Ambassador 

Richard Hill, joint managing direc¬ 
tor at Hills Ford, said: “As a local girl 
who is a fantastic role model, an inspi¬ 
ration to all, and a great ambassador 
for our country, we really wanted to 
show our support. 

We appreciate that Claire is funding 
her way through university as well as 
paying to travel to training sessions 
and swimming events and we hope this 
will go some way to helping ease the 
burden. We’ll be keeping an eye on her 
progress.” 

Cashmore said: “I am over the moon 
to receive such a generous offer from 
Hills Ford and really grateful for their 
support. It makes a great difference to 
have a reliable car for the early 
morning training sessions, as well as 
for the varying meets I have to attend 
around the country.” 

To monitor her progress towards 
London 2012, visit the website 
www. hillsfor d. co.uk 


Swimmers 
are in 
the Zone 

NINE Stourbridge 
Swimming Club 
members have earned 
a place in the tough 
new Central Zonal 
competition at Corby. 

The swimmers 
making the trip are: 
Emily Bennett, Becki 
Cole, Natalie Dingley, 
Megan Dudley, Katie 
Jones, Emma Pay, 
Richard Spoor, Becky 
Spoor and Sam 
Tromans. 

Their coach, Stew 
Nicklin, said: “This is a 
fantastic achievement 
and one which the 
swimmers should be 
very proud of. 

“All our swimmers 
are dedicated. It’s 
recognition of their 
commitment that they 
have achieved such a 
high standard.” 


McLellan’s 
dismissal 
proves key 
in defeat 


Old Coventrians 26 Kidderminster Carolians 10 

KIDDERMINSTER fielded a makeshift 
pack in their first game for a month with 
key forwards still not recovered from long¬ 
term injuries. 

Nevertheless, they were more than a match 
for their opposite numbers and if KC’s had 
kept the game at close quarters they might 
well have come away with something to show 
for their efforts in this bad tempered affair. 

KC’s made a bright 


start, applying good 
early pressure without 
being able to put any 
points on the board, 
writes Martin Easton. 

The forwards then did 
well to keep Covs out 
when the hosts 
responded by camping on 
the KC line. The stale¬ 
mate continued until 
midway through the half 
when, ominously, missed 
tackles allowed Covs’ fly- 
half to break free and 
score in the left-hand 
corner. 

Five minutes later 
Carolians hit back with 
an Andy McLellan 
penalty and had a let-off 
when Covs missed a 
penalty opportunity of 
their own. 

The referee’s laissez- 
faire approach led to 
players taking liberties 
and the half ended on a 
sour note with a mass 
punch-up sparked by a 
Covs tackle off the ball. 

Trademark 

Kidderminster fancied 
their chances in the 
second half with the ele¬ 
ments in their favour; 
they soon forced three 
five-metre scrums and 
from the last No 8 Layton 
Wilkinson plunged over 
for a trademark try 
improved by McLellan’s 
excellent conversion. 

Fifteen minutes into 
the half came the turning 
point when an alterca¬ 
tion between McLellan 
and a Covs’ prop saw the 
forward yellow carded 
and the Carolians man 
given a red. 

Skipper John Mounter 
took over kicking duties 
but was unsuccessful 
with a penalty chance 
and two attempted drop 
goals. 

When Covs were at full 
strength they made the 
most of their man advan¬ 
tage - helped by some 
alarmingly powder puff 
tackling which enabled 
the hosts to run in three 
tries in the latter stages, 
all converted, to give the 
final score a lop-sided 
look. 


Late goal 
saves 
a point 

Halesowen Town 2 
Windsor & Eton 2 

RUBEN Izquierdo’s late 
strike earned Halesowen 
a point and cancelled out 
a second-half brace from 
Windsor’s Jake Parsons. 

Izquierdo had earlier 
won Yeltz a penalty to put 
the home side ahead in 
the Zamaretto Premier 
League clash. 

Former Redditch mid¬ 
fielder Marlon Walters 
was handed the Hale¬ 
sowen captain’s armband 
on his debut but 
Windsor’s Fiston 

Manuella and former 
Newcastle striker Paul 
Robinson both went close 
early on as the finan¬ 
cially troubled visitors 
squandered chances. 

But the Yeltz grabbed 
the lead against the odds 
when Justin Nisbett 
stroked home a 20th- 
minute penalty after 
Windsor captain David 
Woozley brought down 
the tricky Izquierdo. 

The Royalists drew 
level after 55 minutes 
when Sam Wadieh’s 
reverse ball set up David 
Pearce to cross for 
Parsons to tap home. 

Windsor’s Parsons 
looked to have won the 
game by smashing home 
a dipping 25-yard shot 
under goalkeeper Simon 
Flower’s crossbar in the 
76 th minute. But 
Izquierdo turned central 
defender Justin Clayton 
to fire home. 


The Stourbridge 
Chronicle, a 
Midland News 
Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company 
at Wolverhampton, 
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